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- , VOLUME. THE SECOND. 


0 n Ap. XI, 


LMORAN had now 
reached the gallery; and 
when the multitude ſaw 
Y him, they ſhouted! as in 
| © triumph, and demanded 
1. dtehat he ſhould ſurrender. 
Hamet, whoalſo perceived him at a diſ- 
tance, and was unwilling that any vio- 
Jence ſhould: be offered to his perſon, 
prefſed forward, and when he was come 
near, commanded filence. At this 
moment Almoran, with a loud voice, 
reproached them with impiety and fol- 
2 Gow. pealing to the power, whom 
in his perſon they had 

ſuddenly grew dark, a flood of light- 
ning deſcended from the ſky, and a peal 
3 way articylated into t 


- Divided ſway, the God who reigus along 
Abhors; and gives to Almoran the throne. 


The multitude! ſtood aghaſt at the 
_ z and hiding their faces with 
heir hands, every one departed in fi- 
lence and confuhon, and 'Hamet and 
Omar were left alone.' Omar was 
taken by ſome of the ſoldiers who had 
adhered'to Almoran, but Hamet made 
hiveſcape. © 4 ons 
Almoran, whoſe wiſhes were thus 
far accompliſted by the intervention of 
a power ſuperior to his own, exulted'in 
theanticipation of that —_— which 
he now ve! pu to be ſecured; and 
was mortified in his opinion, that he 


bad been wretched only becauſe he had 
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ded, theair 


been weak, and that to multiply and 
not to ſuppreſs his wiſhes was the way 
to acquire felicity. | 
As he was returning from the gal- 
lery, he was met by Oſmyn and Caled, 
who had heard the ſupernatural deela- 
ration in his behalf, and learned it's 
effects. Almoran, in that haſty flow 
of unbounded but capricious favour, 
which, in contrafted minds, is the 
effect only of unexpected good fortune, 
raiſed Oſmyn from his feet to his ho- 
ſom: As in the trial, (aid he, thou 
© haſt been faithful, I now inveſt ther 
* with a ſuperior truſt. The toils of 
« ſtate ſhall from this moment devol ve 
© upon thee z and from this moment, 
* thedelights of empire unallayed ſhall 
© be mine; I will recline at eaſe, re- 
* mote from ev but thoſe that re- 
© fle& my awn felicity ; the felicity that 
L ſhall taſte in ſecret, ſurrounded by 
the ſmiles of beauty, and the gaieties 
of youth. Like Heaven, I will reign 
unſeen; and like Heaven, though un- 
© ſeen, I will be adored. Oſmyn re- 
ceived this delegation with a tumultu- 
ous pleaſure, that was expreſſed enly 
by filence and confuſion. Almoran re- 
marked itz and exulting in the pride of 
power, he ſuddenly changed his aſpeR, 
and regarding Oſmyn, who was yet 
bluſhing, and whoſe eyes were ſwim- 


ming in tears of gratitude, with a ſtern 


and ardent countenancez * Let me, 
however, ſaid he, warn thee to be 
« watchful in thy truſt : beware, that 
© no rude I violate my —— 
by thy fault; leſt my {weep 
© thee in a moment to Tae es. He 
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chen directed his eye to Caled: And 
thou too, ſaid he, * haſt been faith- 


ful be thou next in honour and in 
power to Oſmyn. Guard both of 
a 2 my paradiſe from dread and care; 
4 fulfil the duty that I have aſſigned 
s yous and live.“ | 
was then informed by a meſ- 
 fenger, that Hamet had eſcaped, and 
that Omar was taken. As he nov/ de- 
ſpiſed' the power both of Hamet and: 
mar, he expreſſed neither concern nor 
anger that Hamet had fled ; but he or- 
- dered Omar to be brought before him. 
When Omar appeared bound and 
difarmed, he regarded&him with a ſmile 
of inſult and deriſion; and aſked him, 
what he had now to hope. I have, 
indeed, faid Omar, much leſs 
N to hope, than thou haſt to fear. 
Thy inſolence, ſaid Almoran, is 
© equal to thy folly: What power on 
 £ earthiis there, that I ſhould fear? 
Thy oven, ſaid: Omar. T have not 
5. leiſure:now,* replied Almoran, to 
hear 8 of thy philoſoph 
explained: but to ſhew thee, that 
fear not th thou ſhalt live. 
I will leave these to hopeleſs regret; 
to wiles chat have been ſcorned and 
«defeated ; to the unheeded petulance 
of dotage; to the fondne ſs that: is re- 
© payedwithnegle&; to reſtleſs wiſhes, 
to credulous hopes, and to derided 
command: to the flow and complt- 
eated torture of deſpiſed old age; and 
[© that, When thou ſhalt long have ab- 
©-horred thy being, ſhal! — it.“ 
“ The miſery, laid Omar, which 
thou haſt menaced, it is not in t 
0 40 inflict. As thou haſt taken 
from me all that I poſſeſſed by the 


bounty bf thy father „it is true that 


A am poor; it is true alſo, that m 

knees are now feeble, and bend wit 

the weight of years that is upon me. 
am, as thou art, à man; and 
4 therefore 1 have erred : but I have 
«, Mill; the narrow path in view 
with a faithful vigilance, and to that 
I have ſoon returned; the paſt, there · 
-+: fore; Ido not regret; and the future, 
have no cauſe to feur. In Him who 
is maſt merciful, I have hope; and in 
that hope even now I rejoice before 
*$:ithee. My portion in the preſent hour, 
isadverſity : but I receive it, not only 
<<-with humility, byt trank fulneſs; for 
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72 "ag „ that whatever is ordainegis - 
© beſt,” ' 
Almoran, in whoſe heart there 

no traces of Qmar's virtue, and there- 
fore no foundation for his confidence ; 
ſuſtained himſelf againſ their force, by 
treating them as * and affecta- 
tion: © I know, faid he, that thou 
* haſt long learned to echo the ſpecious 
* and-ponipous ſoungs, by wich 

« pocrites conceal] their wretthednels, 
© and excite the admiration of folly 
and the contempt of wiſdom: = 
© thy walk. in this place ſhall be ill 
© unreſtrained. Here the ſplendour of 
my felicity ſhall fill thy heart with 
© envy, and cover thy face with confu- 
© ſion; and from thee ſhall the world 
© be inſtructed, that the enemies of 
© Almoran' can moe n paſſion in his 
© breaſt but contempt, and that moſt 
c 2 puniſh them is to permit them to 
live. 178 F 
Omar, whoſe.eye had till now been 
fixed upon the ground, regarded Al- 
moran-with: a calm but; ſteady, counte- 
nance: Here then, ſaid be, will I 
©, follow-thee, conſtant as ahiy-ſhadow z 


though, as thy ſhadow; unnuticed or 


neglected : here ſhall mine eye watch 
< — — — — rom 
everlaſting to attend upon guilt; 
* bereſhallm 3 * — _ 
approach. From may they 
© beaverted by — 3 forwith- 
out this, though all the worlds that 
* roll — — thee _— to aid thee, 
unite all their power, that power can 
4 Sick only to be wretched.” | 
Almoran, in all the pride of grati 
fied ambition, inveſted with dominion 
that. had. no. limits, and allied with 
powers that were more than mortal ; 
was over - awed by this addreſs, and his 
countenance pale. But the next 
moment, diſdaining to be thus con- 
trauled by the voice of a flaye, his 
cheeks were ſuſfuſed with the bluſhes of 
andignation : he turned from Omar, in 
ifeorn, anger, and confuſion, without 
Ny and: Omar departed with the 
calm dignity of a benevolent and ſupe- 
rior deings to Whom the ſmiles and 
Ffrowng of terreſttial tyranny were alike 
indifferent, and in whom abhorrence of 
the turpitude of vice was, mingled with 
compaſſion for it's folly. 


CHAP, 


ALMORAN A 


H mean time, Almeida, who 
had been conveyed to an apartment 
in Almoraf's'ſ and delivered to 
the care of thbſe hd attended upon his 
women, fufftred all hat grief and ter · 
ror could inter upon a generons, ten- 
ger, and a delicate-mind ; yet in this 
miplicated diſtreſs, her attention was 
fribeipally fixed upon Hamet. The dif- 
apponitment of his hope, and the vio- 
jon of his right, were the. chief ob- 

$ of her regret and her fears, in all 

t had already happened, and in all 
that was ſtilF to come; every inſult 
that mightbe offered to herſelf, ſhe con- 
fidered as an injury to him. Yet the 


thoughts of all that he might ſuffer in 
perſon, gave way to her apprehen- 


, of what might befal- him in his 


wn: in his ſituation, way calamity 
chat her imagination could conceive, 
s poſſible z her thoughts were, there - 
re, bewildered amid an endleſs va- 
fiety of dreadful images, which ſtarted 
ore them which way ſoever they 
Here turned; and it was impoſſible that 
ſhe could gain any certain intelligence 
of his fate, as the ſplendid priſon in 
which ſhe was now confined, was ſur- 
roupded by mutes and eunuchs, of 
hom nothing could be learned, or in 
whoſe, report 'no confidence could be 
placed. 


While her mind was in this ſtate of 


agitation and diſtreſs, ſhe perceived the 
door open, and the next moment Al- 
Moran entered the apartment. When 
me ſa w him, ſhe turned from him with 
a look of unutterableanguiſh;z and hid- 
ing her face in her veil, ſhe burſt into 
tears. The tyrant was moved with her 
diſtreſs ; for unfeeling obduracy is the 
vice only of the old, whoſe ſenſibility 
has been worn away by the habitual 

etration of reiterated wrongs. 

He approached her with looks of 
kindnets, aud his voice was involunta- 
5 modulated to pity 3 ſhe was, how- 

0 


er, too much ab 22 — her on 
frows, to reply. He gazed upon her 
th udernets Mu admiration z and 

taking ber hand into his own, he preſ- 
. fed. it ardently to his boſom : his com- 
Tome ſoon kindled into defire, and 


7 


m ſoothing her diſtreſs, he began to 


icit her love, This inſtantly rouſed 
[2 agen tion, and der grief gave way 


ND HAMET; 


31 
to reſentment: ſhe turned from him 
with a firm and N ſep, and in · 
ſtead of anſwering his profeſſions, re- 
proached him with her. wrongs... Al- 
moran, that he might at once addreſs 
her virtue and her ns, obſerved, 
that though he had loved her from the 
firſt moment he had ſeen ber, yet he 
had concealed his paſſion even from her, 
till it had received the ſanction of an in- 
viſible and ſaperior power; thathe came, 
therefore, the meſſenger of Heaven ; 
and that he offered her unrivalled em- 
pire and everlaſting love. To this ſhe 
anſwered only by an impatientand fond 
enquiry after et. Think not of 
« Hainet,' faid Almoran; © for why 
© ſhould he who is rejected of Heaven, 
© be ſtill. the favourite of Almeida 7”— 
© If thy hand, ſaid Almeida; could 
quench in everlaſting darkneſs, that 
vital ſpark of intellectual fire, which 
the word of the Almighty has kindled 
in my breaſt to burn for ever, then 
might Almeida ceaſe to think of Ha - 
met; but while that ſhall live, what- 
ever form it ſhall inhabit, or in hat- 
© ever world it ſhall refide, his ima 
© ſhall be for ever preſent, and to him 
© ſhall my love be for ever true.” This 
lowing declaration of her love for 
met, was immediately ſucceeded by 
a tender anxiety for his ſafety: and a 
ſudden refle&ion upon the probability 
of his death, and the danger of his ſitu- 
ation if alive, threw her again into tears. 
Almoran, whom the ardour and im- 
petuoſity of her paſſions kept ſometimes 
filent, and ſometimes threw into confu - 
ſion, again attempted to ſooth and com- 
fort her: ſhe often urged him to tell her 
what was become of his brother, and 
he has often evaded the queſtion. As ſhe 
was about to renew her enquiry, and 
reflected that it had before been often 
made, and had not yet been anſwered, 
ſhe thought that Almoran had already 
put him to death: this threw her into 
a new agony, of which he did net im- 
mediately diſcover the cauſe; but as 
he ſoon * it from her reproaches 
and exclamations, he perceived that he 
could not hope to be heard, while ſhe 
was in doubtabout the ſafety of Hamet. 
In order, therefore, to ſooth her mind, 
and prevent it's being longer poſſeſſed, 
with an image that excluded every, 
other ; he aſſumed a look of concern 
and aſtoniſhment at the imputation of a. 
crime, which was at once 10 horrid * 
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N Aﬀter a ſolemu depre- 
rd. of ſuch enormous guilt, he ob- 
ſerved, that as it was now inpoſible 


r Hamet to ſileceed as his riyal, either 
in empire or in loye, without the breach 
of a command, which he knew his vir- 
tue would iniplicitly. obey ; he had no 
motiye either to deſire his death, or to 
reſtrain his liberty; * His walk,” ſays 
ke, is ſtill uncircumſcribed in Perſia 3 
© and, except this chamber, there is no 
. © part of the palace to which he is not 
© admitted.” e e OR 

To this declaration Almeida liſten- 
ed, as to the muſic of paradiſez and it 
ſuſpended for a while every 31 but 
her love i the ſudden eaſe of her mind 
made her regardleſs of all about her; 
and ſhe had in this interval ſeffered Al- 
moran to remove her veil, 88 
flecting upon what de was doing. 
moment ſhe recollected herſelf, ne made 
a gentle effort to recover ĩt, with ſome. 
confuſion, but without anger. The 
pleaſure that was expreſſed in her eyes, 
the bluſh that glowed upon her cheek, 
and the ce” about the veil, which 
to an amorous imagination had an-air 
of dalliance, concurred to heighten the 
paſſion. of Almoran almoſt to phrenſy : 
ſhe perceived her danger in his looks, 
and her ſpirits inſtantly took the alarm. 
He ſeized her hand, and gazing ar- 
dently upon her, he conjured her, with 
a tone and emphaſis that ſtrongly ex- 
preſſed the tumultuous vehemence of 
his wiſhes, that ſhe would renounce the 
rites which had been forbidden- above, 
and that ſhe would receive him to 
whom by miracle ſhe had been allotted. 
Almeida, whom the manner, and 
voice of Almoran had terrified into ſi- 
lence, anſwered him at firſt only with 
a look that expreſſed averſion and diſ- 
dain, over-awed by fear. * Wiltthou 
© not, ſaid Almoran, * fulfil the decrees 
of Heaven? I conjure thee, by Hea- 
© yen, to anſwer. From this ſolemn 
reference to Heaven, Almeida derived 
new fortitude: ſhe inſtantly recollect- 
ed, that ſhe ſtood in the preſence of 
Him, by whole permiſſion only ever 
other power, whether viſible or invi- 
ſible, can diſpenſe evil or good: Urge 
© no more,* ſaid ſhe, * as the decree of 
© Heaven, that which is inconſiſtent 


© with divine perfection. Can he, in 


* whoſe hand my heart is, command 
© me to wed the man whom he has not 
“enabled me to love? Can the Pure, 


ALMORAN, AND; ANT. 
2 the Juſt, the Merciful,. have ordaitis 


© ed that I ſhould ſuffer races 
© which I loath, and violate vows 


« which His laws permitted me ts | 
a 5 


ö make? Can He haye ordained pert 
© fidious, a _Joveleſs, and a joylel 
proſtitution? What if à thouſand 
e e eee 
* it a thouſand times, the deed itſelf 
© would be a ſtronger proof that thoſe 
* prod} gies were the works of darkneſs, 
© than thoſe prodigies that 242247 wi 
© commanded by the Father of light.“ 
_ Almoran, Whoſe hopes were now, 
blaſted to the root, who perceived that 
the virtue of Almeida could neither 
deceived nor overborne j that ſhe a 
once contemntd his power, and ab- 
horred his love; gave. way to e 
furies of his mind; which now flum- 


| bered no more: his countenance ex- 


preſſed at once anger, indiguation, and 
deſpair ; his eftare WE furious, 
and his voice was loſt in menaces and 
execrations. Almeida beheld him wi 
an earneſt yet ſteady countenance; ti 
he vowed to revenge the indignity, he 
had ſuffered, upon Hamet. At the 
name of Hamet, h& fortitude forſoo 
her; the pride of virtue gave way 
the fofrnels of love ; her cheeks became 
pale, her lips trembled, and taking 
old of the robe of Almoran, the threw 
herſelf, at his feet. His fury was at 
firſt reſtrained by hope and expeRation z 
but when from her words, which grie! 
and terror had rendered ſcarce articus. 
late, he could learn only that ſhe was 
pleading for Hamet, he burſt from her 
in an extaſy of rage; and omg his 
robe from her hand, with a violence 
that dragged her after it, he ruſhed out 
of the chamber, and left her proſtrate 
upon the ground. = 
As he paſſed through the lery g 
with a haſty and diſordered pace, he 
was ſeen by Omar; who knowing tha 
he was returned from an interview with 
Almeida, and conjeRuring from his 
appearance what had happened, judged 
that he ought not to_negle& his - 
8 to warn bim once more of the 
deluſve phantoms, which, under the 
appearance of pleaſiire, were mg 
him to deſtruttion : he, therefore, fol- 
lowed him wunperceived, . till he ha 
reached the apartment in which he 
been uſed to retire alone, and heard 
again the loud and tymultuous king cf 
mations, which wete wrung from hi 
AO" 24 Yrs Ro 020, "Th we 
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' + heart by the anguiſh of diſippoint- 
ment: What have I gained,” ſaitl 
be, by abſolute dominion ! The ſlave 
© who; ſecluded from the gales of life 
© and from the light of heaven, toils 
© without hope in the darkneſs of the 
mine, fiots in the delights of para- 
+ dife compared with me. By the ca- 
price of one woman, I am robbed 
not only of enjoyment but of peace, 
© and condemned for ever to the tor- 
ment of unſatisfied deſire.” 

Omar, who was impatient to apprize 
him that he was not alone, and to pre- 
vent his diſcloſing ſentiments which he 
wiſhed to conceal, now threw himſelf 
upon the ground at his feet. Pre- 
<-ſumptuous ſlave !' ſaid Almoran, 
© from whence, and wherefore art thou 
© come ?'— I am come, ſaid Omar, 
to tell thee, that not the caprice of a 
* woman, but the wiſhes of Almoran, 
have made Almoran wretched. The 
King, ſtung with the reproach, drew 
back, and with a furious look, laid his 
hand upon his poignard ; but was im- 
mediately reſtrained from drawing it, 
by his pride. I am come, ſaid Omar, 
_ © to repeat that truth, upon which, 
© great as thou art, thy fate is ſuſ- 
© pended. Thy power extends not to 
c 3 mind of another; r it, there · 
fore, upon thy own: ſu ſs the 
© wiſhes hich * canſt net fulfl 3 
© and ſecure the happineſs that is 
within thy reach.” | 

Almoran, who could bear no longer 
to hear the precepts which he diſdained 
to practiſe, ſternly commanded Omar 
to depart : Be 77 ſaid he, * left 
« I cruſh, thee like a noiſome reptile, 
* which men cannot but abhor, though 
© it is too contemptible to be feared.” 
I go,” ſaid Omar, that my warn- 
* ing voice may yet again recal thee 
© to the path of wiſdom and of peace, 
i it yet again I ſhall behold thee while 

| © it is to be found. 


CHAP.  XUL 

LMORAN was now left alone; 
Ind throwing him ſelf upon a ſopha, 
he ſat ſome time motionleſs and filent. 
He revolved in his mind the wiſhes that 
had been 1 and the happineſs 
of which he had been difappointed : 
© I defired," ſaid he, © the pomp and 
power of undivided dominion ; and 


by was driven from the throne 


© which he ſhared with me, by a voice 
© from heaven: I deſired to break off 
© his marriage with Almeida, and it was 
© broken off by 4 prodigy, when no hu- 


© man power could have accompliſhed 
my deſire. It was my wiſh alſo to have 


© the perſon of Almeida in my power, 
© and this wiſh alſo has been gratified 3 
© yet T am ftill wretched; But I am 


© 'Weetched, only becauſe the means 
© have not been uate to the end : 
* what I have hitherto obtained, I have 
© notdefired for itſelf ; and of that, for 
© which I deſired it, I am not poſſeſſed? 
I am, therefore, ſtill wretched, be- 
© cauſe I am weak. With the ſoul of 
© Almoran, I ſhould have the form 

© Hamet : then my wiſhes would in- 
© deed be filled ; then would Almeida 
© bleſs me with conſenting beauty, and 
© the ſplendour of my ſhould di- 
* ſtinguiſh only the intervals of my 
© love ; my enjoyments would then be 
© certainand permanent, neither blaſted 
© by difappointment, nor withered b 
© Latiety!' When he had uttered th 
reflections with the utmoſt vehemence 
and agitation, his face was again ob- 


ſecured by gloom and deſpair; his 2 
all- 


ture was again fixed ; and he was 
ing back into his former ftate of filent 
abſtraction; when he was ſuddenly 
rouzed by the appearance of the Genius, 
the ſincerity of whole friendſhip he be- 
gan to diſtruſt. 

Almoran, ſaid the Genius, if 


thou art not yet happy, know that 


© my are not yet exhauſted : 
© fear me not, but let thine ear be at- 
© tentive to my voice. The Genius 
then ſtretched out his hand towards 
him, in which therewas an emerald of 
t luſtre, cut into a figure that had 

our and twenty ſides, on each of which 
was engraven a different letter. Thou 
© ſeeſt, ſaid he, this taliſman : of 
each ſide of it is engraven one of thoſe 
© "myſterious characters, of which are 
© formed all the wo of = the lan · 
© guages that are ſpoken by angels; 
C * and men. This ſhall —— 
© thee to change thy figure: and what, 
under the form of Almoran, thou 
© canft not accompliſn; thou ſhalt till 
© be able to effect, if it can be effected 
© by. thee, in the form of any other, 
Point only to the letters that com- 
© poſe the name of him whoſe appear- 
© ance thou wouldſt aſſume, and it is 
done. Remember only, that upon 
a * bim, 


« him, - whoſe rance thou ſhalt 
c aſſume, thine Mall be impreſt, till 
thou reſtoreſt hisown, Hide the charm 
in thy boſom, and avail thy ſelf of it's 
power. Almoran received the taliſ- 
man in a tranſport of gratitude and 
joy, and the Genius immediately dif- 
appeared. in 
The uſe of this taliſman was: ſo ob- 
vious, that it was impoſſible to over- 
look it. Almoran inſtantly conceiyed 
the deſign with hichit was given, and 
dsatermined inſtantly to put it in exec u- 
tion: I will now, ſaid he, © aſſume 
the ſigure af Hamet; and my love, 
in all it's ardour, ſhall be returned by 
Almeida. As his fancy kindled at 
the anticipation. of his happineſs, he 
ſtood muſing in a pleaſing ſuſpenſe, and 
indulged himſelf in the contemplation 
of the ſeveral gradations, by which 
he ſhould aſcend to the ſummit of his 
wiſhes, | NED 
ut at this moment, 9 10 whom 
had commanded to attend him at this 
our, approached his apartment: Al- 
moran was rouzed by the ſound of his 
foot, and ſuppoſed it to be Omar, who 
had again intruded upon his privacy; 
he was enraged at the interruption 
which had broken a ſeries of imagina- 
tions ſo flattering and luxurious; he 
ſnatched out his poignard, and lifting 
up his arm for the ſtroke, haſtily turn- 
— round to have ſtabbed him; but 
ſeeing Oſmyn, he diſcovered his miſtake 
juſt in time to prevent the blow. 
Oſmyn, Who was not conſcious of 
any crime, nor indeed of any act that 
could have given occaſion of offence; 
ſtarted back terrified and amazed, and 
ſtood trembling in doubt whether to 
remain or to withdraw. Almoran, in 
the mean time, ſheathed the inſtrument 
of death, and bid him fear nothing, 
for he ſhould not be hurt. He then 
turned about; and putting his hand to 
his forehead, , ſtood again flent in a 
muſing poſture : he recolleQed, that if 
he aſſumed the figure of Hamet, it was 
neceſſary he ſhould give orders for Ha- 
met to be admitted to Almeida, as he 
would otherwiſe be excluded by the de- 
legates of his own authority; turniug, 
therefore, to Oſmyn, Remember, 
faid he, that whenever Hamet ſhall 
“return, it is my command, that he 
be admitted to Almeida. 
Oſmyn, who was pleaſed with an 
opportunity of xecommending himſelf 
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to Almoran, by praiſing an act of 
nerous virtue e he ſuppoſed him 
now to exert in favour of his brother, 
received the command with. a look, - 
that expreſſed not only apprabation but 
joy 3 Let the ſword of deftruRion,* 
ſaid he, © be the guard af the. tyrant; 
the ſtrength. of my lord ſhall be the 
© bonds of love: thoſe, who honour 
* thee as Almoran, ſhall rejoice in 
these as the friend of Hamet.? To 
Almoran, who was confcipus to no 
kindneſs of his brother, the praiſe of 
Oſmyn was a reproach: he was offend- 
ed at the joy which he ſaw kindled-in 
his countenance, by a command to 
ſhew favour to Hamet; and was fired 
with ſudden rage at that condemnation 
of his real conduct, which ws; im- 
lied by an encomium on the genero- 

— of which he aſſumed the appearance 
for a malevolent and perfidious pur- 
poſe : his brow was contracted, bis li 
quivered, and the hilt of his da — 
was again graſped in his hand. Oſmyn 
was again overwhelmed with terrar 
and confuſion ; he had again offended, 
but knew nat his offente. In the mean 
time, Almoran recollecting that to ex- 

reſs diſpleaſure againſt Oſmyn was to 

tray his own ſecret, endeavoured to 
ſappreſs his anger; but his anger was 
ſucceeded by remorſe, regret, and dif- 
appointment. The anguiſh of his 
mind broke out in imperfe& murmurs: 
© What I am, ſaid be, is ta this 
© wretch, the object not only of hatred 
© but of ſcorn ; and he commends _ 
© what I am not, in what to him 
« would ſeem to he. ; 

Theſe ſounds, Which, thi not 
articulate, were yet utte: i at 
emotion, were ſtil} miſtaken by Oſmyn 
for the overflowings of capricious and 
cauſeleſs anger: My lite, ſaid he 
to himſelf, © is even now wavering in 
© a doubtful. balance. Whenever 1 
© approach this tyrant, I tread the bor« 
ders of the grave: like a hood-wink- 
© ed wretch, who is left to der near 
© the brink of a precipice, I know m 
danger; bot which way ſoever 
© turn, I know not whether I ſhall in- 
© cur or avoid deſtruction 1 

In theſe reflections, did the ſovereign 
and the ſlave paſs thoſe moments, in 


which-the ſovereign intended to render 


the ſlave ſubſervient to his pleaſure or 
his ſecurity 3 and the ſlave intended to 
expreis a.zeal which he really felt, and 


a homage 


" 


a homage which his heart. had al- 
ready paid. — was at length, 
however, diſmiſſed, with an aſſurance 
that all was well; and Almoran was 
— refle& with anguiſh u — 
the to regret the prefent, an 
anticipate the Ferre — ſolicitude, 
anxiety, and perturbation, . 
He was, however, determined to af- 
ſume the figure-of his brother, by the 
talifman which had been put into his 
power by the Genius: but juſt as he 
was about to form the ſpell, he recol- 
lected, that by the ſame act he would 
imprefs his own likeneſs upon Hamet, 


who would conſequently be inveſted. 


with his r, and might uſe it to his 
deſtruction. This held him ſome time 
in ſuſpenſe; but reflecting that Hamet 
might not, perhaps, be apprized of his 
advantage, till it was too late to im- 

rove it; that he was now. fugitive, 
and probably alone, leaving Perſia be- 
hind him with all the ſpeed he could 
make; and that, at the worſt, if he 
mould be ſtill near, if He ſhould know 
he transformation as ſoon as it ſhould 
be made, and ſhould inſtantly take the 
moſt effetual meafures to improve it; 
yet as he could diſſolve the charm in a 
moment, whenever it ſhould be neceſ- 
fary for his ſafety, no formidable dan- 
ger could be incurred by the experi- 
ment, to which he, therefore, pro- 
ceeded without delays _ "4 
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N the mean time, Hamet, to whom 
1 his own ſafetywas of no importance 
but for the fake of Almeida, reſolved, 
if poſſible, to conceal himſelf near the 
city. Having, therefore, reached the 
confines of the defart, by which it was 
bounded on the eaſt, he quitted his 
horſe, and determined to remain there 
till the multicude was diſperſed, and 
the darkneſs of the evening might con- 
ceal his return, when in lefs than an 
hour he could reach the palace. 

He fat down at the foot of the moun- 
tain Kabeſſed, without conſidering, 
that in this place he was moſt likely to 
be found, as thoſe who travel the de- 
fart ſeldom fail to enter the cave that 
winds it's way under the mountain, to 
drink of the water that iſſues there 
from a clear and copious ſpring. 
He reviewed the ſcenes of the day, 
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that was now nearly paſſed, with a mix- 
tute of aſtoniſhment and diftrefs, to 
which no deſcription can be equal, 
The ſudden and amizzing change that a 
few hours had made in his ſituation 
appeared like à wild and diftreſsful 
dreamy, from which he almoſt doubted 
whether he ſhould not wake to the 
— and' the felieity thut he had loft. 

ſat ſome time bewildered in the 
hurry and multiplieity of his thoughts, 
and at length burſt out into paſſionate 
exclamations: What, ſays he, and 
s where am I? Am I, indeed, Hamet; 
that ſon of Solyman who divided the 
5 dominion of Perfia with his brother, 
and who poſſeſſed the love of Almei- 
da alone? Dreadful viciſſitude! I 
5 am now an outcaſt, friendieſs and 
* fortorn ; without an aſſociate, and 
* without a dwelling: for me the cup 
© of adverfity overflows, and the fat 
* dregs of ſorrow have been wrung 
out for my portion: the powers not 
only of the earth, but of the air, 
nhave combined againft me; and how 
can I ſtand alone before them! But 
is there no Power that will interpoſe 
in my behalf? If He, who is ſu- 
c — nd we, I shall not periſh. 
But wherefore am I thus? Why 
5 Mould the deſires of vice be accom- 
© pliſhed by ſuperior powers; and w 
* ſhould ſuperior powers be permitt 
to diſappoint the expectations of vir- 
tue! Vet let me not raſhly queſtion 
« the ways of Him, in whoſe balance 
* the world is weighed : dy Him, 
every evil 'is-renderet! ſubſervient to 
© good; and by His wiſdom, the happi- 
© neſs of the whole is fecured. YetT 
am but a part only, and for a part 
© only I can feel. To me, what is 
that goodneſs of which I do not par- 
© take? In my cup the gall is unmix- 
ted; and have I not, therefore, a 
©-right to complain? But What have 1 
fad! Let not the gloom that Tur- 
© rounds me, hide me from the prof- 
1 pect of immortality. Shall not eter- 
« nity atone for time? Eternity, to 
* which'the duration of ages is but as 
un atom to à wöfld! Shall 1 voc, 
hen this momentary ſeparation is 
© paſtz again meet Aluieida to part no 
more; and ſhall not a' purer flame 
© than burns upon the art, unite us? 
Even at this moment, ber mind, 
which not the frauds of fercery can 
©* taint or alienate, is mine: that plea . 
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© ſure which ſhe reſerved for me, can- 
not be taken by force; it is in the 
© conſent alone that it ſubſiſts; and 
from the joy that ſhe feels, and from 
© that only, proceeds the joy ſhe can 
0 beſtow. P 
With theſe reflections he Home 
the angyiſh of his mind, till the dread- 
ful moment arrived, in which the power 
of the taliſmap toak place, and the figure 
of Almoran was changed into that of 
Hamet, and the of Hamet into 
that of Almoran. | 
At the moment of transformation, 
amet was ſeized with a ſudden lan- 
guor, and his faculties were ſuſpended 
as by the ſtroke of death. When he 
recovered,” his limbs ſtill trembled, 
and his lips were parched with thirſt : 
he roſe, therefore, and entering the 
cavern, at the mouth of which he had 
been wing he ſtooped over the well 
to drink ; but glancing his eyes upon 
e water, he ſaw, with aſtoniſhment 
and horror, that it reflected, not his 
own countenance, but that of his bro- 
ther. He ſtarted back from the prodi- 
2 ; and ſupporting himtelf againſt the 
de of the rock, he ſtood ſome time 
like a ſtatue, without the power of re- 
collection: but at length the thought 
ſuddenly ruſhed into his mind, that 
the ſame ſorcery which had prevented 


his marriage, and driven him from the 


throne, was ſtill practiied againſt him; 
and that the change of his figuxe to that 
of Almoran, was the effect of Almo- 
ran's having aſſumed his likeneſs, to 
obtain, in this diſguiſe, whatever Al- 
meida could, beſtow. This thought, 
like a whirlwind of the deſart, totally 
fubverted his mind; his foxtitude was 
porne down, and his hopes were rooted 
VP; no * at remained to regulate 

is conduct, but all was phrenſy, con- 
tuhon, and deſpair. He ruſhed out of 
the cave with a furious and diſtracted 
look ; and went in baſte towards the 
city, withopt having formed any de- 
ign, or conſidered any conſequence 


hat might follow. | 

he ſhadows of the mountains were 
now lengthened by the declining ſun ; 
and the, approach of evening had in- 
vited Oma to meditate in a grove, that 
E. adjacent to the garden of the pa- 
ace. From this place he was ſcen at 
ſome diſtance by | et who came u 
te a“ haſty and diſordered 
pacez and Qmaz, drew back with a 
17 77 , n © 7; tat 


+ mitted to puuiſh,” 


cold and diſtant reverence, -which tha 
power and the character of Almoran 
concurred to excite. Hamet, not re- 

flecting upon the cauſe of this behavi- 

our, was offended, and reproached 

him with the want of that friendſhip he 
had ſo often profeſſed : the vehemence 

of his ex on and demeanour, ſuited 

well with the appearance of Almoran 

and Omar, as the heſt proof of that 

friendſhip which had been impeached, 

took this opportunity to repeat his ad» 
monitions in the hehalf of Hametz 

© Whatever evil,” ſaid he, © thou canſt 

bring upon Hamet, will be doubled 

© to thyſelf: to his virtues, the Power 
© that Nute infinitude is a friend, and 
© he can be afflicted only till — are 
perfect; but thy ſufferings will be 

{ the puniſhment of vice, and as long 
* as. thou art vicious they muſt ing 

« creaſe, 5 61 

Hamet, who inſtantly recollected for 
whom he was miſtaken, and the an- 

iſh of whoſe mind was for a moment 
* ded by this teſtimony of eſteem 
nd hindns s, which could not poſſibly 
be feigned, and which was paid him at 
the riique of life, when it could not be 
known that he receiyed it; ran for- 
ward to embrace the hoary ſage, who 
had been the guide of his youth, and 
cried gut in a voice that was broken by 
contending paſſions. ©* The face is the 
face of Almoran ; but the heart is 
© the heart of Hamet. 

Omar was ſtruck dumb with aſto- 
niſhment ;” and Hamet, wha could not 
bear to be longer miſtaken, related all 
the circumſtances of his transforma- 
tion, and reminded him of ſome par- 
ticulars which could be known only to 
themſelves : «* Canſt thou not yet be- 
“ lieve,* ſaid he, © that I am Hamet? 
© when thou haſt this day ſeen me ba- 
© niſhed from my kingdom; when thou 
© haſt now met me a fugitive return- 
ing from the deſart ; and when I 
© learnt from thee, ſince. the ſun was 
© riſen, which is not yet ſet, that more 
than mortal powers were combined 
£ againſt me? I now believe, ſaid 
Omar, that thou indeed art Hamet.“ 
—* Stay me. not then,” ſaid Hamet ; 
* but come with me to revenge. 
Beware, ſaid Omar, leſt thou en- 
* danger the loſs of more than empire 
* and Almeida.'—* If not to revenge, 
ſaid Hamet, * I may at leaſt be per- 
— Thy mind, 
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Omar, ie now in ſack a ſtate, have admittance to Almeida.“ Al- 
> _ to —— the crime by which moran, whoſe vanity betrayed him to 
6 haſt been oy will dip flatter his own power in the perſon of 
F thee in the” gilt of blood. Why Hamet, replied with a ſmile: * I know, 
elſe are we forbidden to take venge- that Almoran, who preſides like a 
© ancefor ourſelves ? and why is it re- © god in ſilent and diftant ſtate, reveals 
verved as the prerogative of the Moſt * the ſecrets of his will to thee; Iknow 
High? In Him, and in Him alone, that thou art—' I am, ' faid Oſymn, 


s it is goodneſs guided by wiſdom: _* af all thou ſeeſt, moſt wretched.* At 
He approves the means, only as this ration, Almoran turned ſhort, 
© ceſſary to the end; Hewounds'bnly and fixed his eyes upon Oſmyn with a 


© to heal, and deſtroys only to fave; look of ſurprize and anger: Does 
He has complacence, not in the evil, not the favour of Almoran,” faid he, 
„ but in the good only which it is ap- whoſe ſmile is power, and wealth, 
“pointed to produce. Remember, * and honour, ſhineyponthee?'— M 

5 therefore, that he, to whom the pu- ford; faid Oſmyn, * I know fo well 
F niſhment of another is fweet; though * the ſeverity of thy virtue, that if T 
this act may be juſt with reſpect to © ſhould, even for thy ſake, become per- 
others, with reſpe& to himſelf it is © fidious to thy brother Almoran, 


u deed of darkneſs, and abhorred 


by who was unable to preſerve the charac- 


* the Almighty.* Hamet, who had ter of Hamet, with propriety, inter- 
ſtood — in the contemplation ad 


of the new injury he had ſuffered, 
while Omar was cog him not 
to revenge it, ſtarted from his poſture” 
in all the wildneſs of diſtraction; and 
_ burſting away from Omar, with an ar- 
dent and furious look, haſted toward 
the palace, and was ſoon out of ſight, 


CHAP. XV, 


N the mean time, Almoran, after 

J having effected the transformation, 
was met, as he was going to the apart- 
ment of Almeida, by Oſmyn. Oſmyn 
had already experienced the milery of 
dependent greatneſs, that kept him con- 
tinually under the eye of 'a capricious 
tyrant, whole temper was — 2 as 
the gales of ſummer, and whoſe anger 
was ſudden as the bolt of heaven; 
whoſe purpoſe and paſſions were dark 
and impetuous as the midnight ſtorm, 
and at whoſe command death was in- 
evitable as the approach of time, 
When he ſaw Almoran, therefore, in 
the likeneſs of Hamer, he felt a ſecret 
defire to apprize him of his ſituation, 
and offer him his friendſhip. E 
Almoran, who with the form aſ- 
ſumed the manners of Hamet, addreſs- 
ed Oſymn with a mild though mourn- 
| ful countenance: At length,” Hie he, 
the will of Almoran alone is law; does 
wit 


rmit me to hold a private rank in 
* this 


place, without moleſtation ?'— 


It permits, ſaid Oſmyn, * vet more; 
Pe ne. commanded, That you thoyld 


rupted him with a fierce and haughty 
tone: How!” ſaid he, *© perfidiaus to 
© my brother! to Almoran perfidious!” 

Oſmyn, who had now gone too far 
to recede, and who ſtill ſaw before him 
the figure of Hamet, proceeded in his 
purpole : I knew," Kid he, that in 
thy judgment I ſhould be condem- 
ned; and yet, the preſervation of 
life is the ſtrongeſt principle of na- 
s ture, and the loye of virtue 1s her 


« proudeſt boaſt.'—Explain thyſelf,” 


faid Almoran, for I cannot compre- 
hend thee, '—" I mean, ſaid Oſmyn, 
© that he, whoſe life depends upon 
* the caprice of a tyrant, is like the 
« wretch whoſe ſentence is already pro- 
© nounced ; and who, if the wind does 
© but ruſh by his dungeon, imagines 
© that it is the bow-ſtring and the 
* mute."—— Fear not, faid Almoran, 

who now affected to be again calm 

© be fill faithful, and thou ſhalt fil 
© be fafe.'”" Alas!' ſaid Oſmyn, 
© there is no diligence, no toll, no 
© faith, that can ſecure the ſlave from 
© the ſudden phrenſy of paſſion, from 
© the cauſeleſs rage either of drunken- 
«© neſs or luit. 4 am that ſlave; the 
© flave of a tyrant whom I hate.” The 
confuſton af Almoran was now too 
reat to be concealed, and he Rood ſi- 

ent with rage, fear and indignation. 
Oſmyn, ſuppoſing that his wonder 
made him doubt the truth of what he 
had heard, confirmed his declaration, 

by an oath. | 

Whoever thou art, to whoſe mind 
Almoran, the mighty and the proud, 
EAY is 


= ” — 
— — — a ate ors 


Tea; now, Jet 


is greens before whom, the lord of 


olutedominion ſtands trembling and 


rebuked ; who ſeeſt the poſſeſſor of 

wer by which nature is controuled, 
Ne and filent with anguiſh and diſap- 
pointment : if, in the fury of thy 
Vrath, thou haſt aggravated _weaknels 


'into_gvilt;. if thou haſt chilled the 


ow of affeRion, when it fluſhed the 
check in thy preſence, with the frown 


| of giſpleaſure, or repreſſed the ardour 


of friendthip with indifference or neg- 
nov heart 1 thee: 
for, in tliy folly, thou haſt caſt away 
that hich is the light of life; 
which power can never ſeisze, and 
winch gold can never buy! 
The tyrant fell at once from his 
ide, like a ftar from heaven; and 
Slhyn, ſtill addreſſing him as Hamet, 
at once increaſed his miſery and his 
fears : © O, faid he, that the throne 
of Perfia was thine! then ſhould in- 
4 nocence enjoy her birth-right of 
« peace, and hope ſhould bid, honeſt 
© 1duſtry look upward, There is not 
© one to whom Almoran has delegated 
© power, nor one on whom his tranſient 
c Latte, has beſtowed any gift, who 
© does not already feel his heart throb 
© with the /pangs of boding terror. 
Nor is there one who, if he did not 
< fear the diſpleaſure of the inviſible 
© power by whom the throne has been 
© given to thy brother, would not im- 
© mediately revolt to thee.* . 
Almoran, who had hitherto remained 
filent, now burſt into a paſſionate ex- 
clamation of ſelf-pity : What can I 
© do?” ſaid he; © and whither can I 
© tum? Oſmyn, who, miſtook the 
cauſe of his diftrets, and ſuppoſed that 
be deplored only his want of power to 
avail himſelf of the-general diſpoſition 


in his favour, endeavoured to fortify 


his mind againſt deſpair: <£ Your ſtate,” 
laid he, indeed is diſtreſsful, but not 
hopeleſs.“ The king, who, though 
addreſſed as Hamet, was ſtill betrayed 


by his confulion to anſweras/Almoran, 


fmote his breaſt, and replied in an ago- 
Py, It is bopeleſs!* Oſmyn remarked 
his emotion and deſpair, with a concern 
and aſtoniſhment that Almoran ob- 
ſerved, and at once recollected his $- 
tation. He endeavoured to retract 
fuch expreſſions. of trouble and de- 
ſpondency, as did not fuĩt the charac- 
ter he bad aſſumed; and telling Oſmyn, 
that he thanked him for his friendſhip, 


and would) improve the» * 
offered him, he directed him to acquaint 
the eunuchs that they were to ad mit him 
to Almeida, When he was left alone; 
his douhts and perplesity held him 
long in ſuſpenſe; a thouſand expedients 
occurred to his mind, by turns, and by 
turns were rejected. 11 4d tt » 

His fu th, thought was, to put Oſmyn 


to death but he conſidered, that bß 


this he would gan no advantage, as he 
would be in equal danger from whoever 
thould ſucceed him: he'confidered alſo, 
that ggainſt Oſmyn he was upon his 

ard; and that he might at any time 
earn, from him, whatever deſign 
might be formed in fayour of Hamet, 
by aſſuming Hamet's appearance: that 
he would thus be the confident of every 
ſecret, inwhich his on ſafety was con- 
cerned; and might diſconcert the beſt 
contrived project at the very moment 
of it's execution, when it would be 
too late for other meaſures to be taken: 
he determined, therefore, to let Oſmyn 
live; atleaſt, till it became more nece(- 
ſary to cut him off. Having in ſome 
degree ſoothed and fortified his mind 
by theſe reflections, he entered the a- 
partment of Almeida. 

His hope was not founded upon a de- 
gn to marry her under the appearance 
of Hamet; for that would be impoſſi- 
ble, as the ceremony muſt-have bi 
performed by the prieſts who ſuppoſi 
the marriage with Hamet to have-been 
forbidden by a divine command; and 
who, therefore, would not have con- 
ſented, even ſuppoſing they would 
otherwiſe have ventured, at the requeſt 
of Hamet, to perform a ceremony 
which they knew would be diſpleaſing 
to Almoran : but he hoped to take ad- 
vantage of her tenderneſs for his bro- 
ther, and the particular cireumſtances 
of her ſituation, which made the ſolem- 
nities of marriage impoſſible, to ſeduee 
her to gratify his deſires, without the 
ſanction which alone rendered the gra - 
tification of them lawful: if he ſuc- 
ceeded in his deſign, he had reaſon to 
expect, either that his love would be 
extinguiſhed by enjoyment; of that, if 
he ſhould till deſire to marry Almeida, 
he might, by diſcloſing to her the ar- 
tifice, by which he had effected his pur - 
6 upon her to conſent, as 

er connection with Hamet, the chief 
obſtacle to her marriage with him, 
would then be broken for ever; and = 

| b 
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He might, aps, wiſh to ſancti 
the pleaſure 25 ſne might be not wa 
willing to repeat, or at eaſt to make 
that lawful which it would not be in 
her power to prevent. 
In this diſpoſition, and with this de- 
be was admitted to Almeida; 


#, 
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At theſe words, the face of Alma- 
ran was again covered with the bluſhes 
of 8 fo 4 to be (till beloved on 
as Hamet, and as Almoran to be 
hated ; to be thus reproached without 
anger, and wounded by thoſe who 
knew not that they truck him; was ? 


z withont fuſpicion of her danger, ſpecies of miſery peculiar to himſel 


was expoſed to the ſevereft trial, in 


which. every paſſion concurred to op- 


poſe her virtue: ſhe was ſolicited by all 
the powers of ſubtilty and deſire, un- 
der the appearance of a lover whoſe 
tenderneſs and fidelity had been long 
tried, and whoſe paſſion ſhe returned 
with equal conſtaney and ardour; and 
the was thus ſolicited, when the rites 
which alone could conſecrate their 
union, were impoſſible, and were ren- 
dered impoſſible by the guilty deſigns 
of a rival, in whoſe power ſhe was, 
and from whom no other expedient of- 
fered her a deliverance. Thus deceived 
and betrayed, the received him with an 
exceſs of tenderneſs and joy, which 
flattered all his hopes, and for a mo- 
ment ſuſpended his miſery. She en- 
quired with a fond and gentle ſolici- 
tude; by what means he had gained ad- 
mittance, and how he had provided for 
his retreat. He received and returned 
her careſſea with vehemence, in which, 
to leſs partial eyes, deſire would have 
been more apparent than love; and in 
the tumult of his paſſion, he almoſt 
neglected her enquiries : finding, how- 
ever, that ſhe would be anſwered, he 
told her, that being by the permiſſion 
of Almoran admitted to every part of 
the palace, except that of the women, 
he had found means to bribe the eunuch 
who kept the door; who was not in 
danger of detection, becauſe Almoran, 
wearied with the tumult and fatigue of 
the day, had retired to fleep, and given 
order to be called at a certain hour. She 
then complained of the ſolicitations to 
which ſhe was expoſed, exprefted her 
dread of the conſequences ſhe had reaſon 
to expect from ſome fudden'fally of the 
tyrant's rage, and related with tears the 
drutal outrage ſhe had ſuffered when he 
laſt left her: * Though I abhorred him. 
faid ſhe, © I yet kneeled before him for 
© thee. Let me bend iy reverence to 
© that Power, at whoſe look the whirl- 
© winds are filent, and the ſeas are 
© calm, that his fury has hitherto been 
© reſtrained from hurting thee Þ “ 


and had been incurred only by the ac- 
quifition of new powers, which he had 
requeſted and received as necellary to 
obtain that felicity which. the parſi- 
mony of nature had placed beyond his 
reach. His emotions, however, as by 
Almeida they were ſuppoſed to be the 
emotions of Hamet, ſhe nnputed to a 
different. cauſe; * As Heaven, 
ſhe, © has preſerved thee from death 
* ſohas it, for thy ſake, preſerved me 
© from violation.” Almoran, whoſe 
paſhon had in this interval again ſur- 
mounted his remorſe, gazed eagerly 
upon her, and catching — to his bo- 
ſom; Let us at leaſt, ſays he, * ſe= 
© cure the happineſs that is now offec- 
© ed; let not theſe ineſtimable moments 
© paſs by us unimproved 3 but to 
© that we deſerve them, let them be 
devoted to love.'—, Let us then,” 
ſaid Almeida, * eſcape together. 
To eſrape with thee, ſaid Almorang 
© is impoſſible. I ſhall retire, and 
© like the ſhaft of Arabia, leave no 
© mark behind me; but the flight of 
© Almeida will at once be traced to 
© him by whom I was admitted, and 
© I ſhall thus retaliate his friendſhip 
« with deftruMion.'——* Let him then,” 
faid Almeida, * be the partner of our 
© flight.'—" Urge it got now, faid Al- 
moran ; * but truſt t6 my prudence and 
my love, to fele& ſome hour that will 
© he more favourable to our le, 
© And yet, ſaid he, even * 
* thall, as now, ſigh in vain far the 
completion of our wiſhes: by whom 
C * hands be joined, when in 
© the opinion of the prieſts it has been 
forbidden from above? Saye thy- 
© ſelf then,” faid Almeida, and leave 
© me to my fate. ! Not ſo, faid Al- 
moran, * What elſe," replied Al 
meida, is in our power? . It is in 
our power, ſaid Almoran, * to ſeize 
that joy, to which a public form cap 
give us no new claim; for the pub- 
8 pic form can only declare that right 


6 Which J claim it now.” 


were now reclining upon 
* a ſopha, 


- 
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Aa ſophs, he threw his arm round her; 
but me ſuddenly ſprung up, and burſt 
from him: the tear ſtarted to her eye, 
and ſhe gazed upon him with an earneſt 
dut yet tender look z Is it?“ faid ſhe ; 
no, ſure, itis not the voiceof Hamet!'— 
O yes, ſaid Almoran, what other 
© voice ſhould call thee to cancel at once 
© the wrongs of Hamet and Almeida; 
to ſecure the treaſures of thy love 
© front the hand of the robber; to hide 
© the Joys, which if now we loſe we 
« may loſe for ever, in the ſacred and 
© inviolable ſtores of the paſt, and 
© place them beyond the power not of 
* Almoran only but of fate?* With 
this wild effuſion of defire, he caught 
her again to his breaſt, and finding no 
refiſtance, his heart exulted in his ſuc- 


cels ; but the next moment, to the to- 


tal diſappointment of his hopes, he per- 
ceived . ſhe had fainted N his >. 2al 
When ſhe recovered, ſhe once more 
diſengaged herſelf from him, and turn- 
ing away her face, ſhe burſt into tears. 
When her voice could be heard, ſhe co- 
vered herſelf with her veil, and turn- 
ing again towards him, All but this,” 
aid the, © I had learnt to bear; and 
© how has this been deſerved by Al- 
© meida of Hamet? You was my only 
© ſolace in diſtreſs ; and when the tears 
© have ſtolen from my eyes in ſilence 
© and in ſolitude, I thought on thee; I 
© thought upon thechaſte ardour of thy 
© ſacred friendſhip, which was ſoften- 
© ed, refined, and exalted into love ! 
© This was my hoarded treaſure ; and 
the thoughts of poſſeſſing this, ſooth- 
© ed all my anguiſh with a miſer's hap- 
« pineſs ; who, bleſt in the conſciouſ- 
© neſs of hidden wealth, deſpiſes cold 
and hunger, and rejoices in the midſt 
© of all the miſeries that make poverty 
< dreadful: this was my laſt retreat; 
© but I am now deſolate and forlorn, 
© and my foul looks round, with ter- 
© ror, for that refuge, which it can 
© never find.'—* Find that refuge, 
faid Almoran, in me.“ Alas!” 
faid Almeida, * can he afford me re- 
© fuge from my ſorrows,'who, for the 
© guilty pleaſures of a tranſient mo- 
* ment, would for ever ſully the purity 
© of my mind, and aggravate misfor- 
© tune by the conſciouſneſs of guilt ! 

. As Almoran now perceived, that it 
was impoſſible, by any importunity, 
to induce her to violate ker principles ; 


tue and the forins, and words 
© rites, whichprieſts have pretended to 


he had nothing more to attempt, bat 
to ſubvert them. When, ſaid he, 
* ſhall Almeida awake, and theſe 
«© dreams of folly and ſuperſtition, va- 
nimh? That only is virtue, by which 
© happineſs is produced i and whatever 
produces happineſs, is therefore _ 
a 


© be required by Heaven, are the fraud- 
« ful arts only by which they govern 
« mankind.” 7 
Almeida, by this impious inſult, 
was rouzed from grief to indignation z 
+ As thou haſt now dared," ſaid ſhe, 
© to deride the laws, which thou 
« wouldit firſt have broken ; ſo haſt 
© thou broken for ever the tender 
* bonds, by which my faul was united 
* tothine. Such as I fondly believed 
© thee, thou art not; and what thou 
© art, I have never loved. I have 
* loved a delufive phantom only, 
© which, while I ſtrove to graſp it, 
© has vaniſhed from me. Almoran 
attempted to reply ; but on ſuch a ſub- 
ject, neither her virtue nor her wiſdom 
would permit debate. That prodi- 
© gy, faid ſhe, © which I thought was 
© the flight of cunning, or the work 
© of ſorcery, I now revere as the voice 
© of Heaven; which, as it knew thy 
© heart, has in mercy ſaved me from 
* thy arms. To the will of Heaven 
„ ſhall my will be obedient; and my 
© yoice alſo ſhall pronounce, © to Al- 
„% moran Almeida. ö 
Almoran, whoſe whole ſoul was now 
ſuſpended in attention, conceived new 
hopes of ſucceſs ; and foreſaw the cer · 
tain accompliſhment of his purpoſe, 
though by an effect directly contrary to 
that which he had laboured to produce. 
Thus to have incurred the hatred of 
Almeida in the form of Hamet, was 
more fortunate than to have taken ad- 
vantage of her love; the path that led 
to his wiſhes was now clear and open; 
and his marriage with Almeida in his 
own perſon, waited only till he could 
reſume it. He, therefore, inſtead of 
ſoothing, provoked her reſentment z 
If thou haſt loved a phantom, ſaid 
he, * which exiſted only in imagina- 
tion; on ſuch a phantom my love 
© alſo has been fixed: thou haſt, in- 
© deed, only the form of what I called 
Almeida; my love thou haſt reje&- 
© ed, becauſe thou haſt never arg 
s 
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© the objeft of hy paſſion was not 
© Hamhet, dei and then haft 
© made the obſervance of rituals, in 
« which folly only cat ſuppoſe there 
< is good or ill, à prettnce to violate 
« thy faith, on thou mayeſt ſtill gra- 
c ambi nt 7 

To this injurious reproach, Al- 
meida made no reply; and Almoran 
immediately quitted her apartment, 


that he might re-aſfume his own figure, 
and take advantage of the difpofition 
which, under the _ of Ha- 
met, he had produced in favour ef h 
felf. But Oſmyn, who ſuppoſin tn 
to be Hamet, had intercepted — de- 
tained him as he was going to Almeida, 
now inte him k ſecond time at 
his return, having placed timfelf near 
the door of the apartment for that pur- 
n was by no means ſatisfied 
iſſue of their 14ſt interview: 
he had 3 a perturbation in the 
wind of Almoran, for which, ima- 
gining him to be Hamet, he conld not 
account; and which ſeemed more ex- 
traordinary upon a review, than when 
it happened; he therefore again en- 
tered into converſation with hirn, in 
which he farther diſeloſed his fenti- 
ments and deſigus. Almoran, not- 
withſfanding the impatience natural to 
his — * and ſituation, vas thus long 
detained liſtening to Ofmyn, by the 
united influence of his curioſity and 
His fears: his enquiries ſtill alarmed 
him with new terrors, by diſcovering 
new objects of diftruſt, and new in- 
ſtances of diſaffection: Mill, however, 
he reſolved, not yet to remove Oſmyn 
from his poſt, that he might give no 
alarm by any appearance of ſuſpicion, 
and conſequently learn with more eafe, 
and detett with more certainty, 
wn that might be formed w 


with 


CHAP. XVI. 


F LMEIDA, as ſoon as ſhe was 
left alone, an to review the 
ſcene that had juſt and was every 
moment affected with new wonder, 
grief, and reſentment. She now de- 
plored her own misfortune ; and now 
conceived a deſign to punith the author 
of it, from whole face the ſuppoſed the 
Hand of adverſity had torn the maſk 


* 
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under which he had deceived: her: it 
appeared to her very eaſy, to take a 
fevere revenge upon Hamet for the in- 
dignity which ſhe ſappoſed he had of- 
fered her, by complaining of it to Al- 
moran; A. telling him, that he had 
gained admittance to her by bribing 
the eunuch who kept the door. The 


thought of thus giving him up, was 


one moment rejected, as ariſing from a 
vindictive ſpirit; and the next in- 
dulged, as an act of juſtice to Almo- 
ran, and a puniſhment due to the hy- 
pocriſy of Hamet: it was rejected, 
when her grief, which was ſtill ming- 
led with a tender remembrance of the 
man ſhe loved, was predominant ; and 
indulged, when her grief gave way to 
indignation. | 
hus are we inclined to conſider the 
ſame action, either as a virtue, or 4 
vice, by the influence of different paſ. 
fions, which prompt us either to per- 
form or to avoid it. Almeida, from de- 
liberating whether ſhe ſhould accuſe 
Hamet. to Almoran, or conceal his 
fault, was led to conſider what puniſh - 
ment he would either incur or eſcape in 
conſequence of her determination; and 
the images that ruſhed into her mind, 
moment this became the object of 
her thoughts, at once determined her 
to be ſilent: Could I bear to fee,” 
ſaid the, © that hand which has ſo of- 
ten trembled with delight when it en- 
© folded mine, convulſed and black 
© thoſe eyes, that as often as they 
© gazed upon me were diſſolved in 
© tears of tenderneſs and Jove, ftart 
© from the ſockets 1 and thoſe lips that 
© breathed the ſofteſt ſighs of elegant 
« defire, diſtorted and gaſping in the 
© gonvulſions of death! | 

From this image, her mind recoiled 
in an agony of terror and pity z her 
heart funk within her ; her limbs trem- 
bled ; ſhe ſunk down upon the ſopha, 
and burſt into tears. 

By this time, Hamet, on whoſe form 
the likeneſs of Almoran was ſtill im- 
preſſed, had reached the palace. 
went inſtantly towards the apartm 
the women. Inftead of that ch 
alacrity, that mixture of zeal and re- 
verence and affeQion, which his eye 
had been uſed to find wherever it was 
turned, he now obſerved confuſion, 
anxiety and terror; whoeyer he met, 
made hafte to proftrate themſelves” be? 
fore him, and « 26a look up till de 

was 
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wis paſt, He went on, however, with 
a haſty pace; and coming up to the eu- 
nuch's guard, he ſaid, with an impa- 
tient tone, To Almeida! The ſlave 
immediately made way before him, 
and — 2 him to the door of the 
apartment, which he would not other- 
wiſe have been able to find, and for 
which he could not directly enquire. 
When he entered, his countenance 
expreſſed all the paſſions that his fitu- 
ation had rouzed in his mind. He firſt 
looked fternly round him, to ſee whe- 
ther Almoran was not preſent ; and 
then fetching a deep figh, ke turned his 
eyes, with. a look of mournful tender- 
_ neſs, upon Almeida, His firſt view 
was to diſcover, whether Almoran had 


already ſupplanted him ; and for this 
prepoſ he collected the whole ſtrength 
of his mind: he conſidered that he 2 
peared now, not as Hamet, but as Al- 
moran; and that he was to queſtion 
Almeida concerning Almoran, while 
- the had miſtaken him for Hamet; he 
was therefore to maintain the charac- 
ter, at whatever expence, till his doubts 
were reſolved, and his fears either re- 
moved or confirmed. He was ſo firmly 
perſuaded, that Almoran had been 
there before him, that he did not aſk 
the queſtion ; but ſuppoſed the fact: he 
reſtrained alike both his tenderneſs and 
his fears; and looking earneſtly upon 
Almeida, who had riſen up in his pre- 
ſence with bluſhes and contuſion, * To 
me, ſays he, is Almeida ſtill cold? 
and has ſhe laviſhed all her love upon 
Hamet? | 
At the name of Hamet, the bluſhes 
and confuſion of Almeida increaſed : 
her mind, was ſtill full of the images, 
which had riſen from the thought of 
what Hamet might ſuffer, if Almoran 
ſhouid know that he had been with 
her ; and, though ſhe feared that their 
interview was diſcovered, yet ſhe hoped 
it might be only ſuſpected, and in that 
caſe the removal or confirmation of the 
fuſpicions, on which the fate of Hamet 
pended, would devolve upon her. 
In this ſituation, ſhe, who had but 
a fe moments before doubted, whe- 
ther'the ſhould not voluntarily give him 
up, when nothing more- was neceſſary 
for his ſafety than to be filent ; now de- 
termined, with whatever reluctance, to 
ſecure him, though it could not be done 
without: diſlimulation, and though it 
was probable that in this diſſimulation 


ſhe would be detected. Inſtead, theres 
fore, of anſwering the queſtion, ſhe re- 
peated it: On whom, ſaid ſhe, 

© lord? on Hamet?' Hamet, 0 
ſuſpicions were increaſed by the evaſion, 
replied with great emotion, Aye, on 


c et: did he not this moment leave 


; 2 r this moment?“ 
aid Almeida, wi greater confu- 
fon, and d bikes Hamet, in 
the impatience of his jealouſy, conclud- 
ed, that the paſſions which he ſaw ex · 
preſſed in her countenance, and which 
aroſe from the ſtruggle between her re- 
rd to truth, an 2 1 4 
t, proceeded from the conſciouſ- 
neſs of what he had moſt reaſon to 
dread, and ſhe to conceal—a breach of 
virtue, to which ſhe had been betrayed 
by his own ce united with the 
vices of his brother : - he, therefore, 
drew back from her, with a look of in- 
expreſſible anguiſh, and ſtood ſome 
time ſilent. She obſerved, that in his 
countenance there. was more expreſſion 
of trouble, than rage ; ſhe, therefore, 
hoped to divert him from purſuing his 
enquiries, by at once removing his jea- 


louſy ; which ſhe ſuppoſed, would- be 


at an end, as ſoon as ſhe ſhould diſcloſe 
the reſolution ſhe had taken in his fa- 
vour. Addrefling him, therefore, as 
Almoran, with a voice, which though 
it was gentle and ſoothing, was yet 
mournful and tremulous z Do not 
© turn from me, ſaid ſhe, * with thoſe 
© unfriendly and frowning looks; give 
me now that love which ſo lately you 
© offered, and with all the future I will 
© atone the paſt.” 

Upon Hamet, whoſe heart involun- 
tarily anſwered to the voice of Al- 
meida, theſe words had irreſiſtible and 
inſtantaneous force; but recollecting, 
in a moment, whoſe form he bore, and 
to whom they were addreſſed, they 
ſtruck him with new aſtoniſhment, and 
increaſed the torments of his mind. 
Suppoſing what he at firſt feared had 
happened, and that Almoran had ſe. 
duced her as Hamet ; he could not ac- 
count for her now addreſſing him, as 
Almoran, with words of favour and 
compliance : he, therefore, renewed his 
enquiries concerning himſelf, with ap- 
prehenſions of a different Kind. She, 
who was ſtill ſolicitous to put an end 
to the enquiry, as well for the ſake of 
Hamet, as to prevent her own embar- 
raſiment, replied with a ſigh, Let * 

| « thy 


e r einge a 


F 


thy peace be 2 one 
1 of Hamet; for of Hamet 
Almeida ſhall think no more. Ha- 
met, who, though he had fortified 
himſelf againſt whatever might have 
happened to her perſon, could not bear 
the alienation of her mind, cried out, 
with looks of diſtraftion and a voice 
ſcarcely human, Not think of Ha- 
« met!* Almeida, whoſe — 
was every moment increaſing, 1ed, 
with a tender and intereſting ——_ 
© Is Almoran then offended, that Al- 
© meida ſhould think of Hamet no 
more? Hamet being thus addreſ- 
ſed by the name of his brother, again 
recollected his ſituation; and now firſt 
conceived the idea, that the alteration 
of Almeida's ſentiments with reſpect to 
himſelf, might be the effect of ſome 
violence offered her by Almoran in his 
likeneſs ; he, therefore, recurred to his 
firſt purpoſe, and determined, by a di- 
re& enquiry, to diſcover, whether ſhe 
had ſeen him under that a ce. 
This enquiry he urged with the utmoſt 
ſolemnity and ardour, in terms ſuitable 
to his preſent - appearance. and fitu- 
ation: Tell me, faid he; have 
© theſe doors been open to Hamet ? 
© Has he obtained "poſſeſſion of that 
4 treaſure, which, by the voice of 
© Heaven, has been allotted to me? 
To this double queſtion, Almeida 
anſwered by a ſingle negative; and her 
anſwer, therefore, was both falſe and 
true: it was true, that her perſon was 
ſtill inviolate, and it was true alſo, that 
Hamet had not been admitted to her ; 
ze her denial of it was falſe, for the 
lieved the contrary; Almoran only 
had been admitted, but ſhe had re- 
ceived him as his brother. Hamet, 
however, was ſatisfied with the anſwer, 
and did not diſcover it's fallacy. He 
looked up to Heaven, with an expreſ- 
ſion of gratitude and joy; and then 
turning to Almeida, * Swear then, 
faid he, that thou haſt granted to 
+ Hamet, no pledge of thy love which 
© ſhould be reſerved for me. Al- 
meida, who now thought nothing more 
than the aſſeveration neceſſary to quiet 
his mind, immediately complied : *« I 
« ſwear, ſaid ſne, that to Hamet I 
„ have given nothing, which thou 
s — _ — the 
© power that has devoted m on to 
© thee, has diſunited my — from 


-- 
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fondeſt and moſt 


. obſerving the incon 


43 

* Hamet, whom I renounce in thy 

© preſence for ever. 
Hamet, whoſe fortitude and recol- 


lection were again overborne, was 
thrown into an agitation of mind, 
which diſcovered ittelf by looks and 
geſtures very different from thoſe which 
Almeida had ed, and over- 
whelmed her with new confuſion and 
diſappointment : that he, who had fo 
lately ſolicited her love with all the ve- 
hemence of a deſire impatient to be gra- 
tified, ſhould now receive a declaration 
thar ſhe was ready to comply, with 
marks of "diſtreſs and anger, was a 
myſtery which ſhe could not ſolve. 
In the mean time, the ſtruggle in his 
breaſt became every moment more vio- 
lent: « Where then, ſaid he, is 
the conſtancy which you vowed to 
© Hamet? and for what inſtance of his 
© love is he now forſaken ?* 
Almeida was now more embarraſſed 
than before : ſhe felt all the force of 
the » ſuppoſing it to have been 
given by Almoran; and ſhe could be 
ſtified only by relating the particu- 
ar, which at the expence of her ſin- 
cerity ſhe had determined to conceal. 
Almoran was now exalted in her 
opinion, while his form was animated 
by the ſpirit of Hamet; as much as 
Hamet had been degraded, while his 
form was animated by the ſpirit of Al- 
moran. In his reſentment of her per- 
fidy to his rival, though it favoured his 
— withes, there 
was an abhorrence of vice, and a ge- 
neroſity of mind, which ſne ſuppoſed to 
have been incompatible with his cha- 
racter. To his reproach, ſhe could 
ly only by complaint; and could no 
otherwiſe evade his queſtion, than by 
ncy of his own 
behaviour. Your words, ſaid ſhe, 
« are daggers to my heart. You con 
« demn me for a compliance with your 


© own wiſhes ; and for obedience to 


© that voice, which you ſuppoſed to 
© have revealed the will wr Heaven, 
© Has the caprice of deſire already wan - 
© dered to a new object? and do 
now ſeek a pretence to refuſe, when 
© it is freely offered, what ſo lately an 
© would have taken by force?” | 
Hamet, who was now fired with re- 
ſentment againſt Almeida, whom yet 
he could not behold without deſire; 
and who, at the ſame moment, was 
>} F 2 inpatient 
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ſatisfy. all his 'patſions, by taking ul. 
_—_ of the-wiles of Almoran, and 
the perfidy of Almeida, to defeat the 
one, and to puniſh the other. It was 


no in his power inſtantly to conſum- 


mate his marriage, as a prieſt might be 
procured without a , moment's _— 
and as Almeida's conſent was alre 
ven; he would then obtain the poſ- 
ken of her perſon, by the very act 


in which ſhe perfidiouſly reſigned it to 


| 4 rival; to whom he would then leave 


e beauties he had already poſſeſſed, 
and caſt from him in diſdain, as united 
with a mind that he could never love. 
As his imagination was fired with the 
firſt conception of this deſign, he 
caught her to his breaſt with a fury, in 
which all the paſſions in all their 
were at once concentered: Let: the 
© prieſt, ſaid he, inſtantly unite us. 
7 us comprize, in one moment, in 
< this inſtant, now, our whole of 
c. being, and exclude alike the future 
© and the paſt! Then graſping her 
Rill in his arms, he looked up to hea- 
ven; © Ye powers, {aid he, inviſible 
but yet preſent, who mould my 
© changing and unreſiſting form; pro- 
long, but for one hour, that myſte- 
c rious charm, that 18 now upon me, 
© and I will be ever after ijubſervient to 
« your will!“ 

Almeida, Who was terrified at the 
furious ardour of this unintelligible ad- 
dreſs, ſhrunk from his embrace, pale 
and trembiing, without power to re- 
ply. Hamet gazed tenderly upon her ; 
and recollecting the purity and tender- 
nels with which he-had loved her, his 
virtues ſuddenly recovered their force ; 
he diſmiſſed her from his embrace; 
nd turning from her, he dropped in 
lence the tear that ftarted to his eye, 
and expreſſed, in a low and faultermg 
voice, the thoughts that ruſhed upon 
his mind: No, faid hes Hamet fhallt 
* ſtill diſdain the joy, which is at once 
ſoꝛdid and tranſient: in the breaſt of 
© Hamet, luit ſhall pot be the pander 
© of revenge | Shall I, who have lan- 
< guiſhed for the pure delight which 
5 can ariſe only from the interchange 


of foul with foul, and is endeared 


© by mutual confid:nce and compla- 
© cency ; ſhall I ſnatch unde; this diſ- 
<. guile, which belyes my features and 
© degrades my virtue, à caſual poſſeſ- 


© fon of faithle(s beauty, which I de- 
© ſpiſe and hate? Let this be the por- 
« tion of thoſe that hate me without a 
© cauſe; but let this be far from mel 
At this thought, he felt a ſudden eleva- 
tion of mind : and the conſeious di 

nity. of virtue, that in ſuch a conflict 
was victorious, rendered him, in this 


glorious moment, ſuperior to misfor- 


tune: his geſture became calm, and 
his countenance ſedate; he conſidered 
the wrongs he ſuffered, not as a fuf- 
ferer, but as a judge; and he deter- 
mined. at once to diſcover hinſcif to 
Almeida, and to h her with her 
crime. He remar her confuſion 
without pity, as the effect not of grief 


but of guilt ; and, fixing his eyes upon 


her, with the calm ſeverity — 
rior and offended being, Such, {ai 
he, is the benevolence of the Al- 
© mighty to the children of the duſt, 
that our misfortunes are, like poi - 
© ſons, antitlotes to each other. 
Almeida ſtood fixed in wonder and 
expectation, and looked earneſtly at 
him, but continued ſilent. Thy 
looks, ſaid Hamet, are full of 
vonder; but as yet thy wonder has 
no cauſe, in compariſon of that 
© which ſhall be revealed. Thou 
© knowelt the prodigy, which ſo lately 
« parted Hamet and Almeida: I am 
* that Hamet, thou art that Almeida.” 
Almeida would now. have interrupted 
him ; but Hamet raiſed his voice, and 
demanded ta be heard: At that mo- 
© ment,” ſaid he, © wretched-as I am, 
© the child of error and diſobedience, 
my heart repined in ſecret at the deſ- 
tiny which had been written upon my 
bead; tor I then thought thee fanh- 
ful and conſtant: but if our hands 
© had been then united, I ſhould have 
© been more wretched than IL am; for 
© I now know that thou art fickle and 
falle. Lo know thee, though it has 
« pierced my ſoul with ſorrow, has yer 
0 healed the wound which was inflict- 
© ed when I loſt thee; and though I 
© am now compelled to wear the form 
© -of Almoran, - whoſe vices are this 
moment diſgracing mine, yet in the 
balance I ſhall be weighed as Hamet, 
and I ſhall-fuffer only as I am found 
wanting.“ | * 
Almeida, whoſe mind was now in a 
tumult that bordered upon diſtraction; 
bewildered in a labyrinth of doubt and 
wonder, and alike dreading the conſe- 
; - quence 


e . 


Jas 

the had h, urged 
him for ſome token of prodigy he 
aſſerted, which he might eafily have 
e by relating any of the incidents 


by whom he had been long de- 
tained, reſumed hi 


ſnare in 
and her firſt ſenſation was, joy that the 
= ſaw at once the whole 


ever, ſhe conld not do, without diſco- 
vering the inſincerity of her anſwers to 
the niries which he had made, 
while miſtook him for his brother. 


but I have been delivered by the vir- 
tue. Almoran, for now I know that 
© it was not thee, Almoran, when he 
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© the vices which, under thy form, I 
« diſcovered in his boſom, were thine z 
and, in the anguiſh of grief, indig-- 
nation, and diſappointment, my 
© heart renounced thee: yet, as 1 
could not give thee up to death, I 
* could not diſcover to Almoran the at- 
5, tempt which I imputed to thee; when 
« you queſtioned me, therefore, as Al- 
* moran, I was betrayed to diflimu- 
© lation, by the tenderneſs which fill 
« melted my heart for Hamet. “ I be- 
* hieve- thee,” ſaid Hamet, catching her 
er . 
£ or thy virtue; ani the pure 
© and exalted beings, re tage er 
« to the paſſions that now throb in 
heart, forgive me, if I love thee al 
for thy fault 1 Yet, let the danger 
© to which it betrayed thee, teach ns 
© (till to walk in the ſtraight path, and 
* commit the keeping of our peace to 
«* the Almighty : for he that wanders 
* in the maze of falſhood, ſhall paſs 
© by the good that he would meet, and 
„ ſhall meet the evil that he would 
« ſhun. I alſo was tempted; but I 
vas ſtrengthened to reſiſt: if I had 
« uſed the „ Which I derived 
from the arts that have been - 
« tiſed inſt me, to return evil for 


. * evil; if I had not diſdained a fecret__ 


© and unavowed revenge, and the un- 
© hallowed Inn 
© tite; I might have poſſeſſed thee in 
© the form of Almoran, _ have 
© wronged trreparabl and 
© thee : for how LE have fans ad- 
< mitted,” as Hamet, to the beautics 
© which I enjoyed as Almoran? and 
© how could thou have given to 
« Almoran, what in reality been 
* appropriated by Hamet ?* | 


CHAP. XVII 


UT while Almeida and Hamet 

were thus congratulating each 
other upon the evils which they had 
eſcaped, they were threatened by 
others, which, however obvious, they 
had overlooked. 

Almoran, who was now exulting in 
the proſpect of ſucceſs that had exceed - 
ed his hopes, and who ſuppoſed the 

ſſeſñon of Almeida before the end of 


e next hour was as certain as that the 
next hour would arrive, ſuddenly enter- 
ed the apartment; but upon diſcovering — 
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L employed the 
habe 
© thoſe arts I have gained admittance : 


| de ſtarted back aſtoniſhed and 
diſappointed. Hamet ſtood unmoved; 
and regarded him with a fixed and 


ſteady ook, that at once reproached and 


confounded him. What treachery,” 
mid Almoran, has been practiſed 
* againſt me? What has brought thee 
© to- this place? and how haſt thou 
gained admittance ?'—* Againſt thy 
© peace, ſaid Hamet, no — 
© has been practiſed, but by thyſelt. 
By thoſe arts in which thy vices have 
powers of darkneſs, I 
n brought hither ; and by 


©thy form which they have impoſed 


© upon me, was my paſſport; and by 


© the reſtoration of my own, I have de- 
£ tected and diſappointed the fraud, 
© which the double change was pro- 
£ duced to execute. Almeida, whom, 
* as Hamet, thou couldſt teach to 
© hate thee, it is now impoſſible that, 
©as Almoran, thou ſhouldſt teach to 
love.“ F 
Almeida, who perceived the ſtorm 
to be gathering which the next moment 
would 1 burſt upon the head of Hamet, 
interpoſed between them, and addreſſed 
each of them by turns; urging Hamet 
to be filent, and conjuring Almoran to 
be merciful. Almoran, however, with- 
out regarding Almeida, or making wy 
reply to Hamet, ſtruck the ground wi 
his toot, and the meſſengers of death, to 
whom the ſignal was familiar, appeared 
at the door. Almoran then commanded 
them to ſeize his brother, with a counte- 


nance pale and livid, and a voice that 


was broken by rage. Hamet was ſtill 
unmoved; but Almeida threw herſelf at 


the feet of Almoran, and, embracing 


his knees, was about to ſpeak, but he 
broke from her with ſudden fury: If 
© the world ſhould ſue, ſaid he, I 
< would ſpurn it off, There is no 
© pang that cunning can invent, which 
c he ſhall not ſuffer; and when death 
v at length ſhall diſappoint my venge- 
© ance, his mangled limbs ſhall be caſt 
c out unburied, to feed the beaſts of 
© the Ueſart and the fowls of heaven. 
During this menace, Almeida ſunk 


"down without ſigns of life; and Ha- 


met ſtruggling in vain for liberty to 
raiſe her from the ground, ſhe was car- 
ried off by ſome women who were 


Called to her aſſiſtance. 


In this awful criſis, Hamet, who 


| felt his own fortitude give way, looked 
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up; and though he conceived no words, 
a prayer aſcended from his heart to 


| heaven, and was accepted by Him, to 


whom our thoughts are known while 
they are yet afar off. For Hamet, the 
fountain of ſtrength was opened from 


above; his eyes ſparkled with confi- 


dence, and his breaſt was dilated by 
hope. He commanded the guard that 
were leading him away to ſtop; and 
they implicitly obeyed he then ſetch- 
ed out his — towards Almoran, 
whoſe ſpirit was rebuked before him; 
Hear me, ſaid he, thou tyrant ! 
© for it is thy genius that ſpeaks by my 
voice. What has been the fruit of 


* all thy guilt, but accumulated mi- 
* ſery ? What joy haſt thou derived 
« from undivided empire? what joy 


from the prohibition of my marriage 
« with Almeida ? what from that 
© power, Which ſome evil daemon has 
© added to thy own ? what, at this mo- 
© ment, is thy portion, but rage and 
© anguiſh, diſappointment and de- 
© ſpair? Even I, whom thou ſeeſt the 


© captive of thy power, whom thou haſt 


© wronged of empire, and: yet more of 
© love; even I am happy, in compari- 
© ſon of thee. I know that my ſuffer- 
* ings, however multiplied, are ſhort ; 
for they ſhall end with life,” and no 
„life is long: then ſhall the everlaſt- 
ing ages commence z and through 
« everlaſting ages thy ſufferings. ſhall 


© increaſe. . The moment is now near, 


« when thou ſhalt tread that line which 
* alone is the path to heaven, the nar- 
© row path that is ſtretched over the 
© pit, which ſmokes for ever, and for 
ever! When thine aching eye ſhall 
© look forward to the end that is far 
« diſtant, and when behind thou ſhalt 
find no retreat; When thy 


© ſhall faulter, and thou ſhalt tremble 


© at the depth beneath, which thought 
< itfelf is not able to fathom; then 
© ſhall the | cf diftribution lift his 
© incxorable hand ' againſt "thee : from 
the irremeable way ſhall thy feet be 
« (mitten ; thou ſhalt plunge in the 
* burning flood; and though thou 
© ſhalt hve for ever, thou ſhalt riſe no 
more! . i 

As the words of Hamet ſtruck Al- 
moran with terror, and over-awed him 
by an influence which he could not 
ſurmount; Hamet was forced from his 
—— before any other orders had 

en given about him, than were im- 


plicd 
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plied in the menace that was addreſſed 
to Almeida: no violence, therefore, 


was yet offered him; but he was ſe- 
c 


„ till the king's pleaſure ſhould be 
known, in a dungeon not far from the 
palace, to which he was conducted by 
a ſubterraneous paſſage ; and the door 
being cloſed upon him, he was left in 
filence, darkneſs, and ' ſolitude, ſuch 
as may be imagined before the voice of 
the Almighty produced light and life. 
When Almoran was ſufficiently re- 
collected to conſider his fituation, he 
deſpaired of prevailing upon Almeida 
to gratify his wiſhes, till her attach- 
ment to Hamet was irreparably broken; 
and he, therefore, reſolved to put him 
to death. With this view, he repeated 
the ſignal, which convened the mini- 
ſters of death to his preſence; but the 
ſound was loſt in a peal of thunder 
that inſtantly followed it, and the Ge- 
nius, from whom he received the taliſ- 
man, again ſtood before him. 

_ ©: Almoran,' ſaid the Genius, I 
am now compelled into thy preſence 
© by the command of a ſuperior Pow- 
er; whom, if I ſhould dare to diſ- 
< obey, the energy of his will might 
© drive me, in a moment, beyond the 
£ limits of nature and the reach of 
thought, to ſpend eternity alone, 
«4 without comfort, and without hope. 
And what, ſaid Almoran, is the 
„will of this mighty and tremendous 
Being? — His will,” ſaid the Geni- 
us, 1 will reveal to thee. Hitherto, 
thou haſt been enabled to lift the rod 
of adverſity againſt thy brother, by 
powers which Nature has nat entruſt- 
s ed to man: as theſe powers, and 
.* theſe only, have put him into thy 
© hand, thou art forbidden to lift it 
c againſt. his life; if thou hadſt pre- 
© yailed againſt him by thy own pow- 
er, thy own power would not have 
been reſtrained : to afflict him, thou 
art ſtill free; but thou art not per- 
mitted to deſtroy. At the.moment 
in which thou ſhalt conceive a thought 
to cut him off by violence, the pu- 
niſhment of thy diſobedience fthall 
© commence, and the pangs of death 
c ſhall be upon thee.— If then, faid 
Almoran, © this awful Power is the friend 
© of Hamet; what yet remains, in the 
© ſtores of thy wiſdom, for me? Till he 
dies, I am at once precluded from 


A a 6a «a a 6 


peace, and ſafery, and enjoyment.'— 
* Look up, ſaid the Genius, for 


the won 


hand of deſpair is not yet upon thee. 
* Thou cant be happy only by his 
death; and his life thou art forbidden 
to take away: yet mayeſt thou ill 
arm him againit himſeif; and if he 
« dies by his own hand, thy. wiſhes 
« will be full. —“7 O name, faid Al- 
moran, but the means, and it ſhall 
this moment be accompliſhed !'—* Se- 
© leR,' ſaid the Genius, ſome friend 

At the name of friend, Almoran 
ſtarted, and looked round in deſpair. 
He recollected the perfidy of 'Oftayn z 
and he ſuipected that, from the ſame 
cauſe, all were perfidious: While 
© Hamet yet has life, ſaid he, © 1 fear 


© the face of man, as of a fa that 
is prowling for his prey.'——<,-Relin- 
© quith not yet thy hopes, ſaid the 


Genius; for one, in whom thou wilt 
« joytully confide, may be found. 
Let him ſecretly obtain admittance 
© to Hamet, as it by ſtealth ; let him 
« profels an abhorrence of thy reign, 
and compaſſion for his misfortunes 
© let him pretend that the rack is even 
now preparing for him; that death 
is inevitable, but that torment may 
* be avoided : let him then give hinta 
« poignard, as the inſtrument of deli- 
« vyerance z and, perhaps, his own 
© hand may ſtrike the blow, that ſhall 
give thee peace. But who,” ſaid 
Almoran, * ſhall go upon this impor- 
* tant errand ?' — Who, replied the 
Genius, but thyſelf ? Haſt thou not 
the power to aſſume the form of 
© whomſoeyer thou wouldſt have ſent 2” 
—* I would have ſent Oſmyn, faid 
Almoran, but that I know him ts 
© be a traitor.— . Let the form of Of- 
„ myn then, ſaid the Genus, © be 
thine, The ſhadows of the evening 
have now ſtretched themſelves upon 
the earth: command Oſmyn, to at- 
tend thee alone in the grove, where 
Solyman, thy father, was uſed to 
meditate by night; and when th 
form ſhall be im upon him, I 
will there ſeal his in fleep,- till 
* the charm ſhall be broken; ſo ſhall 
no evil be attempted againſt thee, 
© and the transformation ſhall be 
known only to thyſelf.” 

Almoran, whoſe breaſt was again 
illuminated by hope, was about to ex- 
preſs his gratitude and joy; but the 
Genius ſuddenly dif: He de- 

therefore, i ately to follow 


the inftroRtiqus that be bad are. 
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he commanded Oſmyn to attend him 
in the grove, and forbade every other to 
approach; by the power of the taliſman 
he aſſumed his appearance, and faw 
bim fink down in the ſupernatural 
ſlumber before him: he then quitted 
the. place, and prepared to viſit Hainet 


in che priſon. 


HE officer who commanded the 
guard that kept the gate of the 
riſon, was Caled. He was now next 
in truſt and power to Oſmyn; but as 
he had propoſed a revolt to Hamet, in 
which Oſmyn had refuſed to concur, 
he _ his 8 2 now 2 his 
power; he ded left, for ſome li 
offence, or in ſome fit of cauſeleſs fr 
pleaſure, he ſhould diſcloſe the ſecret 
to Almoran, who would then certainly 
conderan him to death. To ſecure this 
fatal ſecret, and put an end to his in- 
quietude, he reſolved, from the mo- 
ment that Almoran was eſtabliſhed up- 
on the throne, to find ſome opportu- 
nity ſecretly to deſtroy Oſmyn : m this 
reſolution, he was confirmed by the 
enmity which inferior minds never 
fail to conceive againſt that merit 
which they cannot but envy without 
irit to emulate, and by which they 
eel themſelves diſgraced without an 
effort to acquire equal honour; it was 
confirmed, alſo, by the hope which Ca- 


led had conceived, that, upon the 
death of Oſmyn, he mould ſucceed to 


his poſt: his apprehenſions, likewiſe, 
were increaſed by the gloom which he 
remarked in the countenance of Oſ- 
myn; and which, not knowing that it 
aroſe from fear, he imputed to jealouſy 
and malevolence. 
. When Almoran, who had now aſ- 
fumed the appearance of Oſmyn, had 
led the ſubterranean avenue to the 
dungeon in which Harnet was con- 


— fined, he was met by Caled; of whom 


he demanded admittance to the prince, 
and produced his own ſignet, as a teſti- 
mony that he came with the authority 
of the king. As it was Caled's inte- 
reſt to ſecure the favour of Oſmyn, till 
an” opportunity ſhould offer to cut him 
off, he received him with every poſſible 
mark of reſpect and reverence; and 


n he was gone into the dungeon, 
N commanded à beverage to be pre- 


4 
— 


pared for him againſt he ſhould return 
in Which ſuch ſpices were infuſed, ub 
might expel the malignity which, in 
that place, mi 
breath of life; and taking himſelf the 
key of the priſon, he waited at the 
door | | 


When Almoran entered the dun- 
geon, with a lamp which he had re- 
ceived from Cale, he found Hamet 
ſitting upon the ground: his courite« 
nance was impreſſed with the characters 
of grief; but it retained no marks 
either of anger or fear, When tt 
looked up, and ſaw the features of Of- 
myn, he judged that the mutes were 
behind him, and, therefore, roſe up, 
to prepare himſelf for death. Almo- 
ran beheld his c#hnnefs-and fortitude 
with the involuntary praiſe of admi- 
ration; yet perſiſted in his p 
without remotſe. I am come, ſaid 
he, by the command of Almoran, to 
© denounce that fate, che bitterneſs of 
© which I will enable thee to avoid. 
And what is there, ſaid Hamet 
in my fortunes, that has 
© thee to the danger of this attempt? 
—* The utmoſt that I can give thee,” 
faid Almoran, I can give thee with- 
© out danger to myſelf: but — 
© have been placed, by the hand of 
© fortune, near the perſon of the ty- 
© rant, yet has my heart in ſeeret been 
© thy friend. If I am the meſſenger of 
© el, impute it to him only by whom 
© it is deviſed. The rack is now pre- 
© paring to receive thee; and every art 
© of ingenious cruelty will be exhauſt- 
© ed to protract and to increaſe the 
© agonies of death.” And what,“ 
ſaid Hamet, can thy friendſhip offer 
me? J can offer thee,” ſaid Almo- 
ran, * that which will at once diſmiſs 
© thee to thoſe regions, where the 
© wicked ceaſe from troubling, - and 
© the weary reſt for ever.“ He then 
produced the poignard from his bo- 
ſom; and preſenting it to Hamet, 
Take this, ſaid he, © and ſleep in 
© peace.” 

Hamet, whoſe heart was touched 
with fadden joy at the ſight of ſo unex- 

ed a remedy for every evil, did n6t 
immediat ely reflect, that he was not at 
liberty to apply it: he ſnatched it in a 
tranſport from the hand of Almoran, 
and expreſſed his ſenſe of the obliga- 
tion by clafping him in his arms, and 
ſhedding - the tears of gratitude in his 


be received with the 
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breaſt. Be quick,” ſaid Almeran: 
My ry,» prey I muſt os — z and 
© in the next; perhaps, the meſſengers 
©, of deſtruction nes bind thee to the 
4 ruck.“ 1 will be quick, ſaid Ha- 
met; and the — _ yo en E. 
6 ps, leſs thee !* » 
They So but a farewel: 
1 
| was again cloſed. upon 
Hamet. XxX L* 5 3 23371 if 
Fur > who waited 4 _ door till the 
ſed Oſmyn mou return, pre- 
— him with the beverage which he 
had prepared, of which he recounted 
the virtues; and Almoran received it 
with pleaſure, and having eagerly 
drank it off, returned to the palace. 
As ſoon as he was alone, he reſumed 
his own figure, and ſate, with a con- 
fident, and impatient expectation, that 
in a ſhort time a meſlenger would be 
diſpatched to acquaint him with the 
death of Hamet. Hamet, in the mean 
time, having graſped the dagger in his. 
hand, and raiſed his arm for the blow, 
This,“ faid he, is - paſſport _'to- 
© the realms of „ the immediate 
© and only obj Fry hepes But 
at theſe words, his mind inſtantly took 
the alarm. * Let me reflect, ſaid he, 
a ͤ moment: from what can I derive- 
4 in death ? — from that patient 
6 perſevering virtue, and from that» 
* 
6 


alone, by which we fulfil the taſæ 


that is aſſigned us upon the earth. 
© Is it not our duty to ſuffer, as well 
© as to act? If my own hand conſigns 
me to the grave, what can it 40 but 
< perpetuate that miſery, Which, by 
6 — 1 — ſnun? — — 
© can it do, but cut off my life and 
© hope together? With this refleftion- 
— DE: 
c elf again upon the 
ground, reſigned himſelf to the diſpoſal 
of the Father of man, moſt Merciful 
and Almighty. | 
Almoran, who had now reſolved to 
ſend for the intelligence which: he 
longed to hear, was diſpatching a 
to the priſon, when he was 
told that Caled : deſired admittance to 
oa wm yo At the name of. Caled, 
he ſtarted up in an extaſy of joy; he 
not doubting but that Hamet was dead, 
he ordered him to be inſtantly admitted. 
When he came in, Almoran made no. 
enquiry, about Hamet, becauſe he 
would not appear to expect the event, 
ab! 


_ 


which yet he ſuppoſed he had brought, 
about 8 therefore, aſked a 
upon what buſineſs he came, Foe” 
a my lord,” ſaid he, to apprize hes, 
of the treachery, of Oſmyn.,'—* I, 
Ko]. faid Almoran, that Oſmyn , 
is a traitor; but of what doſt thou 
« accuſe him? “ As I was but now, 
ſaid he, changing the guard which is 
« ſet upon Hamet, poo 0 came up to 
C the = of the pri on, and 2 
«* ducing the royal ſignet demanded ad- 
mittance. As the command which 
I received, when he was delivered to 
my. cuſtody, was abſolute, that no 
foot ſhould enter, I doubted whe-. 
ther the token had not been obtained 
by fraud, for ſome other purpoſe; 
et, as he required admittance only, 
complied; but that if any treachery. 
had been contrived, I might d | 
it; and; that no artifice might be 
practiſed to favour an eſcape; I. 
waited myſelf at the door, and liſt- 
ening to their diſcourſe, I overheard 
the treaſon, that I fuſpeRed.'—. 
What then,” ſaid Almoran, didſt 
thou hear? “ A part of what was 
laid, replied Caled, © eſcaped me: 
but I heard Oſmyn, like a perfidious: 
and: preſumptuous flaye, call Almo- 
ran à tyrant; I heard him profeſs, an 
inviolable friendſiip for Hamet, "and. 
aſſure him of deliverance, , What: 
were the means, I know not; but 
he talked of ſpeed, and ſuppoſed that 
che effect was certain. 
Almoran, though he was ſtill Na. 
tient to hear of Hamet; and diſce- 
vered, that if he was dead, his death 
was unknown to Caled; was yet not- 
withſtanding rejoiced at what he heard ;. 
and as he knew what Caled told him to, 
be true, as the. converſation. he related 
had paſſed between himſelf and Ha-, 
met, he exulted, in the pleaſing confi-, 
dence that he had yet à friend; the 
glooms of ſuſpicion, which had in 
volved his mind, were diſſipated, and 
his. countenance brightened with com- 
placency and joy. He had delayed to, 
put Oſmyn to death, only becauſe he 
could appoint no man to luceeed him, 
of whom his fears did not render him 
equally . ſuſpicious ; but having now 
found, in Caled, a friend, whole fide- 
lity had been approved when there had 
been no intention to try it; and being 
impatient, to reward his zeal, and to 
inyelt his a that power, 
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he commanded Oſmyn to attend him 
in the grove, and forbade every other to 
approach; by the power of the taliſman 
he aſſumed his appearance, and ſaw 
bim fink down in the ſupernatural 
ſlumber before him: he then quitted 
the. place, and prepared to viſit Hamet 
in the priſon. 


HE officer who commanded the 
guard that kept the gate of the 
riſon, was Caled. He was now next 
in truſt and power to Oſmyn; but as 
he had propoſed a revolt to Hamet, in 
which Oſmyn had refuſed to concur, 
he knew that” his life was now in his 
power; he dreaded left, for ſome light 
offence, or in ſome fit of cauſeleſs dil- 
pleaſure, he ſhould diſcloſe the fecret 
to Almoran, who would then certain! 
condemn him to death. To ſecure this 
fatal ſecret, and put an end to his in- 
quietude, he reſolved, from the mo- 
ment that Almoran was eſtabliſhed up- 
on the throne, to find ſome opportu- 
nity ſecretly to deſtroy Oſmyn : m this 
reſolution, he was confirmed by the 
enmity which inferror minds never 
fail to conceive againſt that merit 
which they cannot but envy without 
irit to emulate, and by which they 
eel themſelves diſgraced without an 
effort to acquire equal honour; it was 
confirmed, alfo, by the hope which Ca- 
led had conceived, that, upon the 
death of Oſmyn, he ould fucceed to 
his poſt: his apprehenſions, likewiſe, 
were increaſed by the gloom which he 
remarked in the countenance of Oſ- 
myn; and which, not knowing that it 
aroſe from fear, he imputed to jealouſy 
and malevolence, 
When Almoran, who had now aſ- 
ſumed the appearance of Oſmyn, had 
—— the ſubterranean avenue to the 


_ in which Hamet was con- 
fined, he was met by Caled; of whom 


| he demanded admittance to the prince, 


and produced his own ſignet, as a teſti- 
mony that he came with the authority 
of the king. As it was Caled's inte- 
reſt to ſecure the favour of Oſmyn, till 
an opportunity ſhould offer to cut him 
off, he received him with every poſſible 
mark of reſpect and reverence; and 
when he wus gone into the dungeon, 
he commanded a beverage to be pre- 


— 


pared for him againſt he mould return, 
in which ſuch ſpices were infuſed, ub 
might expel the malignity which, in 
that place, might be received with the 
breath of life; and taking himſelf the 
key of the priſon, he waited at the 
door 


When Almoran entered the dun 
geon, with a lamp which he had re- 
ceived from Caled, he found Hamet 
ſitting upon the 
nance was impreſſed with the characters 


of grief; but it retained no marks 


either of anger or fear. When he 
looked up, and faw the features of Of- 
myn, he ju that the mutes were 
behind him, and, therefore, roſe up, 
to prepare himſelf for death. Almo- 
ran beheld his calmneſs and fortitude 
with the involuntary praiſe of admi- 
ration; yet perſiſted in his purpoſe 
without remorſe. * I am come,” ſaid 
he, © by the command of Almoran, to 
© denounce that fate, the bitterneſs of 
© which I will enable thee to avoid. 
And what is there, ſaid Hamet 
in my fortunes, that has 

© thee to the danger of this attempt? 
—* The utmoſt that I can give thee,” 
faid Almoran, I can give thee with- 
© out danger to myſelf: but though T 
© have been placed, by the hand of 
fortune, near the perſon of the ty- 
* rant, yet has my heart in ſeeret been 
* thy friend. If I am the meſſenger of 
devil, impute it to him only by whom 
© it is deviſed. The rack is now pre- 
© paring to receive thee; and every art 
© of ingenious cruelty will be exhauſt- 
© ed to protract and to mcreafe the 
© agonies of death.'— And what,“ 
faid Hamet, can thy friendſhip offer 
me? can offer thee,” ſaid Almo- 
ran, that which will at once diſmiſs 
© thee to thoſe regions, where the 
© wicked ceaſe from troubling, - and 
© the weary reſt for ever.“ He then 
produced the poignard from his bo- 
ſom; and preſenting it to Hamet, 


„Take this, ſaid he, and fleep in 


© peace.” 
Hamet, whoſe heart was touched 
with fadden joy at the ſight of ſo unex - 
ed a remedy for every evil, did not 
immediately reflect, that he was not at 
liberty to apply it: he ſnatched it in a 
tranſport from the hand of Almoran, 
and expreſſed his ſenſe of the obliga- 
tion by claſping him in his arms, and 
ſhedding the tears of gratitude in his 


4 


und: his counte- 
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© in the next; perhaps, the meſſengers 
6 of deſtruction — bind thee to the 
„ruck. 1 will be quick, ſaid Ha- 
met z and the ſigh that ſhall Ju in 
0 ips, leſs thee!” 
They "Sep e other farewell: 


Almoran retired from the dungeon, 


; and the door was again cloſed upon 


Hamet. IF + l ; + AT 4. 
Far or who waited — _ door till the 

ſed Oſmyn ſhould return, pre- 
ſented him with the beverage which he 
had prepared, of which he recounted 
the virtues; and Almoran received it - 
with pleaſure, and having eagerly 
drank it off, returned to the palace. 
As ſoon as he was alone, he refumed , 
his own figure, and ſate, with a con- 
fident, and impatient expectation, that 
in a ſhort time a meſlenger would be 
diſpatched to acquaint him with the 
death 2 Hamet. - a the mane 
tume, havin e dagger in his. 
hand, and Ay his arm for the blow, 
This, faid he, is mg paſſport to 
©. the realms of , the immediate- 
© and only object of my hope] But 
at theſe words, his mind inſtantly took 
the alarm. Let me reflect, ſaid he, 
© moment: from what can I derive 
« in death ?—from that patient 
0 perſevering virtue, and from that 


© alone, by which we fulfil the taſæ 


© that is aſſigned us upon the earth. 
© Is it not our duty to ſuffer, as well 
© as to act? If my own hand conſigns 
me tv the grave, what can it do but 
0 = ate that miſery, which, by 
© diſobedience, I would ſhun? what 
© can it do, but cut off my life and 
© hope together? With this reflection 
be threw * r from him; 2 
c again upon the 
_— reſigned himſelf to the diſpoſal 
of the Father of man, moſt Merciful 
and Almighty. | 
Almoran, who had now reſolved to 
ſend for the intelligence which he 
longed to hear, was diſpatching a 
to the priſon, when he was 
told that Caled defired admittance to. 
his encr. At the name of. Calcd, 
he ſtarted up in an extaſy of joy; and 
not doubting but that Hamet was dead, 
he ordered him to be inftantly admitted. 
When he came in, Almoran made no. 
enquiry about Hamet, becauſe he 
would not appear to expect the event, 
1-34) Þ 


breaſt. Be quick,” ſaid Almoran: 
this moment I muſt leave thee ; and 


which yet be f. had brought , 
about a theretore, ed hm fly" 
upon what buſineſs he came, I come, 
6 4 lord, ſaid he, to apprize * 
9 the » 


: e treachery, of Oſmyn. 
know faid Almoran, that Oſmyn 
is a traitor; but of what doſt thou 
© accuſe him — I was 2 Te . 
ſaid he, changing the guard which is 
« ſet * Hamet, 0 ha came, nde 
C oor of the pri on, d ©. 
«* ducing the royal ſignet ; la £47 - 
mittance. As the command which 
I received, when he was delivered to 
my cuſtody, was abſolute, that no 
foot ſhould enter, I doubted he- 
ther the token had not been obtained 
by fraud, for ſome other purpoſe 
et, as he required admittance only, 

complied; but that if any treachery. 
had been contrived, I might detect 
it; and that 0 artifice might be 
practiſed to favour an eſcape; I. 
waited myſelf at the door, and 12 
ening to their diſcourſe, I overheard, 
the treaſon that I ſuſpected. 
What then, ſaid Almoran, didſt 
thou hear? — “ A part of what was 
laid, replied Caled, ( eſcaped me : 
but I heard Oſmyn, like 8 8 
and preſumptuous flaye, call Almo- 
ran à tyrant; I heard him profeſs, an 
inviolable friendſJup for Hame and 
aſſure him of delwerance. What: 
were the means, I know not; but 
e talked of ſpeed, and ſuppoſed that 

effect was certain. ae 

Almoran, though he r 
tient to hear of Hamet; and diſce- 
vered, that if he was dead, his death 
was unknown to Caled; was yet not- 
withſtanding rejoiced at what he heard; 
and as he knew what Caled told him to, 
be true, as the converſation. he related 
had paſſed between himſelf and Ha-, 
met, he exulted, in the pleaſing confi-, 
dence that he had yet a friend; the 
glooms of ſuſpicion, which had in 

volved his mind, were diſſipated, and 

his countenance brightened with com- 

placency and joy. He had delayed to 
put Oſmyn to death, only becauſe he 
could appoint no man to luceeed him, 
of whom. his fears did not render him 
equally . ſuſpicious ; but having now 

found, in Caled, a friend, whole fide- 
lity had been approved when, there had 
been. no intention to try it; and being 
impatient, to reward his zeal, and to 


inveſt | his fidelity with that power, 
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ore, not truſting 


he inp ub e . Yea 
ho to Ofmyn- —_ 
oran ha 
28 * Teized the o 
ao Mlb he, the 
oh le event bf his accufition, had 
pred poiſon in the bowl which he 
ehted to Almoran when he came 
Hamet : 
fin he had refolved to conceal. 
* conſeq uence of this accuſation, 
Sable. Ofmyn would be 
by non the 2 he ſuppoſed alſo, 
the accuſation, as it was true, 
uld be confirmed hy his 1 
latever he noul — 


that 


E of his accuſer, 


eved bl the ee fer Few 
hours the poiſan ſhould take effect, no 
inquiſttion would be made into the 
death of a criminal, whom the bow- 

ing or 
have been employed to deſtroy. But 
he now 2 7 rive new merit from 
an act of eat, which Almoran * 


condemning his rival tb die, n 
deati he had already inſured. May 
the wiſhes of my lord, ſaid he, be 
Always anticipated; and may it be 
C 265 þ that whatever. he ordains is 
© already, done: 

6 26a] l 

« lighted 


may he accept the 
his ſervant, whom he has de- 


honour ; for, before i= 
e morning th Wal return, 
0 7 of . ſtall cloſe in ever- 


2 2 darkn 


eſe. words, the countenance of 

moran. chan 1. his cheeks became 
pale, und his ps, trembled: What 
then, ſaid he, haſt thou done? 
Caled, who was terrified and aſtoniſh- 
ed, threw hitnſelf upon the ground, 
and was unable to repty a 1 
who, now, by the 18 effort of his 
mind, Teftrained his confuſion and his 
fear, that he might learn the truth 
125 Caled without 0 the gr 7 


dig ok: od, him f Gy. «T1 


ſervices moſt © 


this, however, at 


ueſti- 


the ſcimitar would otherwiſe 


before it was known 2751 
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efred;” ſaid Caled, 5 impiite* it not + 
c * I had detected the _— 
I was tranſported 
c 120 for mg For proof wu Tr 4h 
18 appeal w- th hümſelf; 
0 e but that he might - 


the hand of juſtice, I 


rugs of death. 
At theſe words, Almoran; firik 


his hands * — 8 upward 


fell _—_ — ha that was 9 65 

e — a that 
— — who — zftonrflmeht Was 
a to his — very; 1h and his 
* 5 5 5 bs : trem- 
bln 0 ce as he 

N . — Altnoran ſud - 

= his dagger, and tabbed hin 
the blow 


mrs ns — execrations, till 


den reed fall Mm. 


In this dreadful moment, tlie Ge 
nius once more appeared beſbre him 
at the fight of whom be d his 
hand, but was unable to ſped: No- 
„thing,“ ſaid the Genius, * that Has 
© happened to Alimoran, - is hidden 
from me. Thy peace haz been de- 
« ftroyed alike by the defection of O(- 
4 and by the zeal of Cated : thy 

may yet be preſerved ; but it can 
0 be preſerved on y by charm, Uh 
6 Hamer muſt apply.  Almoran, who 
had raiſed his eyes, and bouretted 
ſome languid hope, when be heard 
that he might yet ive caſt them again 
down in ar, when he heard that he 
could receive life only from Hamet. 
From Hamet, ſuid de, Ihre al- 
ready taken the power to fave me; I 
© have, by thy counſel, given him the 
« inſtrument of death, which by th 


© counſel alſo, I v him to uſe: he 
« received it with joy, and he's now 
«© doubtleſs mne "ich. the dend.“ 


— — $17 ſaid the Genius, * is ot 
© dead ; but from the Fountain of 
tue he drinks life and — * If 
c © what 1 mall ſe, he refuſe 
„not all phe powers of — 
6 E. ſea, und air, if they ſhould 
combine, can give thee life: but if 
© he complies, 5 death, that is now 
fuſpended over thee, ſnall Fall upon 
0 his 1 head; and thy life mall be again 
geſſvered "to the hand of ume. 
Make ' haſte then, ſald Alnoran; 
© and I will here Gait the © event; = 
©. The cent, id the Genus? le not 
© diltant, ; 
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im to — „had brought upon him 
_ (ome new calamity, though it always 
premiſed him ſome. new adyant 


As be would not impute this 
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L y elle do I yet ſigh in vain 
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19. © marriage 


| him ; a — on which the ſeal of f 
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ted, whos the p N 


x of aying n a remote cor- 


of dhe place, 8 a 
75 e as | 72 10 
.. The, dawn of the 

he * ina few LEE. * 
Mus a 


and the Geni 
e was vißble by a lambent li t that 


yed amy ef, 


— to whom all beings in all 


277 on .w 
any ger ee „ he was 
con Pod id. * Ha- 
© met !* ſaid the Fas! 6 the criſis 


4 0 {how} fate a Dear, —. Who 


15 world above thee ; and to the 
* will of thy brother, my powers 


ent; u 
— 9 Kepincs Ie 
© they have brough 


It was my voice, 5 4 bade ty 
with Zusde and = 
© voice, that decreed the throne to Al- 
© moran: I gaye him the power to al- 
« fume thy formz and, by me, the 
6 hand of oppreſſion is now hea upon 
/ ke owls bs a not Pets Þ — 
e ſhou appy, Bor that 
* ſhould . 2 kneſs as 


4 cho my my purple but m 

eart in ay frjend.”—* 

thou art Ft: nend,” 

L Hamet, 6 deliver me 155 Wis 9 ret 
and preſerve Hamet for 

© Thy deliverance,” {aid . OAius, 5 


© mult depend uf n_ thyſelf. There 
A the 


ſaid Hamet; 12 for what 
art thou come — «TL; am,” 
the Genius, © an it 


© have not co 


7 {.& ee ty, that 


.can be be exerted,” - 
enius then held cut . 
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% Tüke, f 
: ths | ſerall, in Which the myſte- 
* rious name. of Ox es is written. 
wits hat reſide weſt- 
„ er 
© and northward, in the regions o 
6 oy and darkneſs : then ſtretch out 


, abd 2 9 of . fulphtir, 
pore 


þ 1 itch # naw 4 
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© unholy powers, are 
© mortals in the law of life. See 
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„ ſhall mix with the air, 4 mighty 
© charm ſhall be formed, which ſhall 
defend thee from all miſchief : from 
©.that inſtant, no poiſon, however po- 
© tent, can hurt [oa nor ſhall any 
© priſon confine : in one moment, thou 
© thalt be reſtored to the throne, and to 
© Almeida; and the angel of death 
© ſhall lay his hand upon thy brother; 
© to whom, if I had confided this laſt 
© beſt effort of my power, he would 
© have ſecured the to himſelf, 
© and have transferred the evil to 
6 thee. 0 1 * 4 
Almoran, who in a borrowed form 

had liſtened to this addreſs of the Ge- 
nius to Hamet, was now confirmed in 
his ſuſpicions, that evil had been ulti- 
mately intended againſt him; and that 
he had been entangled in the toils of 
? dy, while he believed himſelf to 
aſſiſted by the efforts of friendſhip : 

he was alſo convinced, that by the Ge- 
nius he was not known to be preſent, 
Hamet, however, ſtood ſtill doubtful, 
and Almoran was kept ſilent by his 
fears. Whoever thou art, ſaid Ha- 
met, © the condition of the advantages 
© which thou haſt offered me, is ſuch 
© as it is not lawful to fulfil : theſe hor- 
© rid rites, and this commerce with 
rohibited to 


© thou to that, fajd the Genius; 
© good and evil are before thee ; that 
© which I now offer thee, I will offer 
6 no more. 
_ Hamet, who — not fortitude to 
give up at once the poſſibility of ſe- 
25 £4 De that bad been 
> offer, and who was ſeduced by hu- 
man frailty to deliberate at leaſt upon 
the choice ; ſtretched out his hand, and 
receiving the ſcroll, the Genius in- 
ſtantly diſappeared. That which had 
been propoſed as a trial of his virtue, 
Almoran believed indeed to be an of- 
fer of advantage; he had no hope; 
therefore, but that Hamet would refuſe 
the conditions, and that he ſhould be 
able to obtain the taliſman, and fulfi 
them himſelf : he judged that the min 
of Hamet was in ſuſpenſe, and Wag 
doubtful. to which ſide it might finally 
ary he, therefore, inſtantly Al- 
wed... the 2 perſon. - 
ar, that by the influence of his 
Sane be. She. V5 able fo cory The 


a4 
U 


Cale Jl r " 
{Fain tlie change was effected, he 


voice and the perſon of 


met, who knew the voice, anſwered 


him in a tranſport of joy and wonder: 


My friend, ſaid he, © my father ! in 
this dreary ſolitude, in this hour of 
© trial, thou art welcome to my ſoul as 
liberty and life ! Guide me to thee 

© thy voice; and tell-me, while I 

* thee to my boſom, how and where= 
fore thou art come! Do not now 
© aſk me, ſaid Almoran: it is eno 

© that I am here, and that I am - 
© ted to warn thee of the precipice on 
* which thou ſtandeſt. It is enough, 
that I have overheard the ſpecious 


© guile, which ſome evil being has 
© practiſed upon thee.'— Is it then 


© certain,” ſaid Hamet, that this be- 
© ing is evil? Is not that being 
© evil,* ſaid Almoran, who propoſes 
evil, is the condition of good?“ 
Shall I chen, ſaid Hamet, re- 
© nounce my liberty and life? The 
rack is now ready; and, perhaps, 
© the next moment, it's tortures wi 

© be inevitable Let me aſk thee 


then, ſaid re to preſerve 


© thy life, wilt thou de thy ſoul ?* 
— 0! ſtay,” ſaid Hamet; Let me 
not be tried too far! Let the ſtrength 
© of Him who'is Almighty, de mani- 
« feſt in my weakneſs !'- Hamet then 
mew: a few moments; but he wasno 
— 1 in doubt: Om 
iſbelieyed and deſpiſed the arguments 
by which he len, to l 


to renounce what, upon the ſame con- 


dition, he was impatient to ſecure for 
himſelf, conceived hopes that be ＋ 
ſucceed; and thoſe hopes were in- 
ſtantly confirmed. Take, then, 
ſaid Hamet, this ujtholy charm; and 
© remove it far from me, as the ſantls 
© of Alai from the grees of Oman; 
© leſt,” in ſome dreadful moment, my 
virtue may fail me; and thy counſel 
may be wanting '=# "Give it me 
then, ſaid Almoran; and feeli 
for the hands of each other, he 
ſnatched it from him in an extaſy of 
joy, and inſtantly refuming his own 
voice and figure, he cried out, © At 
„length I have preyailed! and life 
and love, dominion and revenge, 
are now at once in my hand l an 
Hamet heard and knew the voice of 
his brother, with aftomſhment ; but it 
was tov Iate to wiſh that he Hacl withs 
held" the charm, which his virtue would 
not pefinit him to ut VP at's few 
moments 


e A on oy © 


AS + Hoe. tend don dS 


- doubted not of the 
man, and knew that Almoran had no 


that ſparkled in his 
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© moments paſs," ſaid Almoran, and 
© thou art n . pn = 
of the taliſ- 


nciples which would reſtrain him 
rom uſing it to his deſtruction, re- 
ſigned himſelf to death, with a ſacred 
Joy that he had eſcaped from guilt. 
then, with an elation of mind 

„and glowed 
upon his cheek, ſtretched out his hand, 
in which he held the ſcroll; and a 
lamp of burning ſulphur was imme- 
diately ſuſpended in the air before him: 


he held the myſterious writing in the 


flame; and as it began to burn, the 
place ſhook with reiterated thunder, of 
which every peal was more terrible 


and more loud. Hamet, wrapping 


his robe round him, cried out, 
Fountain of Life that flows for ever, 
© let my life be mingled! Let me not 
© be, as if I had never been; but ſtill 
* conſcious of my being, let me Kill 
© glorify Him from whom it is derived, 
© and be ſtill happy in His love!” 
Almoran who was abſorbed in the 
anticipation of his own felicity, heard 
the thunder without dread, as the pro- 
clamation 72 triumph 8 Let thy 
hopes, ſai © be ion; 
and the pleaſures that I hed diver 
* ſhall be mine! As he pronounced 
theſe words, he ftarted as at a ſudden 
pang ; his eyes became fixed, and his 
poſture immoveable; yet his ſenſes ſtill 
remained, and he perceived the Genius 
once more to ſtand before him. Al- 
* moran,* faid he, * to the laſt ſounds 
© which thou ſhalt hear, let thine ear 
be attentive! Of the ſpirits that re- 
« joice to fulfil the purpoſe of the Al- 
© mighty, I am one. 


to Almoran, I have been commiſ- 
© Goned from above: I have been ap- 
© pointed to perfect virtue, by adver- 
c bty 3 and in the folly of her own pro- 
« jects, to entangle vice. The charm, 
* which could be formed only by guilt, 
* has power only to produce miſery : 
© of every „which thou, Almo- 
© ran, wouldſt have ſecured by diſobe - 
© dience, the oppoſite evil is thy por- 
tion; and of every evil, which thou, 
© Hamet, waſt, by obedience, willing 
© to incur, the ſite good is beſtow - 
8 ol pops then... — Hamet, are 
© now given the throne of thy father, 
* and Almeida. And thou, Almo- 
© ran, who, while I ſpeak, art incor- 
« porating with the earth, ſhalt remain, 


© through all generations, a memorial 
© of the which thy life has 
© taught!” 


At the words of the Genius, the 
earth trembled beneath ; and above, the 
walls of the priſon diſappeared : the fi- 
gure of Almoran, which was harden- 
ed into ſtone, expanded by degrees z 
and a rock, ich his form and at- 
titude are ſtill rudely expreſſed, be- 
came at once a monument of his pu- 
niſhment and his guilt! 

Such are the events recorded by 
Acmet, the deſcendent of the P 
and the preacher of righteouſneſs ! for, 
to Acmet, that which paſſed in ſecret 
was revealed by the Angel of Inftruc- 
tion; that the world might know, That, 
to the wicked, increaſe of power is in- 
creaſe of wretchedneſs ; and that thoſe 
who condemn the folly of an attempt 
to defeat the purpoſe of a Genius, 
might no _ hope to elude the ap- 
pointment of the Moſt High. 


o Hamet, and 
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